Date: 31.8.11
Text: 1 Samuel 17

Place: midweekchurch

Title: I wouldn’t bet on that!

File: 1 Samuel (youth)

Newsreader (Talia): 
Before the big match begins, here is the news so far.

Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 

4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span.[a] 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels[b]; 6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels.[c] His shield bearer went ahead of him. 

8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 10 Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 11 On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

16 For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand.

20 (Now) early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. 

25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”  33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 

38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armour on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. 

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 

Commentator (ST): 
Well thanks Talia??, we really have a big contest for your viewing pleasure this afternoon – some have called it the heavy weight championship of the world. Two big countries, Philistia and Israel, two great and strong nations. And representing Philistia is Goliath, the reigning champion and he’s running east to west. So let’s have a look at some of his stats
2nd commentator (Samuel):


Goliath 
The Current Champion




Born in Gath, Philistia




Height 2.9 metres




Warrior since youth 



Equipment – bronze helmet, bronze armour, bronze leggings,




Spear weighs 57 kilos (why that is spear is heavier than his opponent 


David!)




Shield well that’s carried by shield bearer. And they are a match



winning good 
combination




His God? – Dagan – who also seems to be in red hot form.




So his strengths – experience, confidence, momentum, training
Commentator (ST):

That’s a pretty impressive looking dude. Undefeated heavy weight champion of the world and let’s see who he is up against today? Who his opponent?

2nd Commentator (Sam)  It’s a young and up and coming lad, David.



Now David is just a child, little more than a boy




Born in Bethlehem, now that’s an interesting place to be born




He has no experience in man to man combat but he has had a couple of previous fights with bears and lions, but never another human being.




And let’s look at his equipment – a shepherd’s staff, 5 smooth stones and a sling shot, he looks to be a bit outgunned for this tough fight!




So his strengths would be enthusiasm, no mental scars from past defeats and a belief in his God who by the way is Israel’s God, the Lord.

So its a big, big battle, because whoever wins this skirmish will win the war. They will control the other side’s country, crops and people. So it is a massive, massive challenge today.

Commentator
(ST):
Now the hakas and the war cries have been done, the audience is in place and David seems to be heading towards Goliath. So we are almost in readiness for the referee to blow the starting whistle but before we do that, we might have a quick word from our sponsors, BattleBet.com who will give us the latest odds.

Battlebet.com
  (Tara)

Thanks for that, well the odds have really blown out here today. All the good money is on Goliath, he is the shortest priced favourite that I have ever seen, he is at $1.001, which means if you were to put $1000 on this one, and he goes on to win then you would get back in your hand just $1001! On the other hand, David, his odds have really lengthened, in fact I don’t think anyone gives him a chance. But the market has put him at 1,000,000 to 1 so that might be worth a bit of a flutter.
If you are looking for some other options we also have markets for the time that it will be all over, with 2 minutes plus at about 10,000 to 1 and the most beautiful mum at night Church with Aunty Kaylene being a red hot favourite at 2 to 1 on. Back to you.

Commentator (ST):

Well thanks for that. It seems that both Goliath and David are about to say something to each other, so back to the news room with Talia
Newsreader (Talia):

Yes just a few moments ago when Goliath looked at David

“He saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

But David too has had something to say...

45 “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

Commentator (ST):
       So the action is really hotting up now. Oh wait, we have one last word from our sponsors, this time Goddoesn’tlikebettingbutifhedidthesearetheodds.com

Christian Bookmaker (Tara):

Thanks, the latest odds have been framed by our Christian bookmaker (Why, I didn’t know there was such a thing!) Anyway they have Goliath at 1 million to 1, wow they don’t think he has a chance. Obviously they think that sword and spear and javelin is nothing compared to the power of David’s mighty God. He is its red hot favourite at $1.0000001. So that’s quite interesting isn’t it? Remember if you want to bet with your head your shouldn’t head towards a bet. Back to you at the studio.

Commentator(ST):

Wow that interesting. The non Christian market doesn’t give Goliath a chance but those in the know, those who know that the true and real God know that if God is for David, he can’t possible lose. If God is for him, who can stand against him!

2nd Commentator (Samuel):
Wait, David’s making the first move. He’s running toward Goliath and going on the attack. What! He’s reaching into bag and he has pulled out a stone. I don’t think there is much exposed skin on Goliath for David to hit. But he is going to give it a go. He twirls the sling shot around his head, he lets go, it’s high enough, it’s long enough, it’s straight between the eyes!
Goliath’s down. He out. He’s dead. With one shot. Just one shot. And now he is collecting his trophy, the head of Goliath, I’m not sure where he going to hang that up in his room. The crowd has broken ranks. The Israelites are chasing the Philistines out of the arena. Israel has won. David has won. The Lord has won. He is the King. He is in control. He will win the final battle. And all those who follow him. All those who trust in his servant. All those who serve his King, they too will end up on the winning side.

Commentator (ST):
So it’s all over here. Tune in next week when we continue our long running saga of the early church taking on the world. Until then Good night and God Bless.

Stephen:
It’s a great story isn’t it? David and Goliath! And I think most of what it teaches us is pretty clear. But I just want to make a couple of really simple comments and then we might have a question and answer time.


1. Nothing can defeat God. Things may seem tough. Circumstances may be against Him but nothing, no body, no government, no bully, no devil will beat God.


2. We need to have faith in this God. David did that didn’t he? He knew he couldn’t win the victory in his own strength. But when Goliath cursed God, David was disgusted that no one else was willing to stand up for God. So he did. He was probably only a teenager but he had tremendous faith in God. And God proved that he was worthy of David’s faith. God will also show you and me that he is also worthy of our faith too, if we trust in Him.

3. We need to see ourselves in this story. You are there in the pages of 1 Samuel 17 but probably not where you think you are! You see, you and I are not like David. God is not asking us to defeat the Goliaths of this world. We are more like the soldiers on Israel’s army.  God sends out his chosen fighter, Jesus. He is the real king of this situation. He is the only one who can take on our enemy, the Devil. So if we are willing to follow Jesus, if we let Jesus do the fighting for us. Then we will end up on the winning side. So whether we win or not is not really up to you and me, it’s up to Jesus. Our job is to cheer Jesus on and follow him no matter what the opposition.

4. Lastly, I got the main ideas in this talk from this piece of paper. And it says up the top “Devotions, Easter Camp 1982”. Do you know this was my first ever talk I did at my youth group. I was just 16 years old and had been in a Church for just over a year. I didn’t even know that betting and bookmaking was wrong! 
But do you know that 10 years later, I ran into one of my youth leaders, a lady called Debbie Hancock. I was by then studying to be a minister and one day I was at my old Church and she came running up to me and said, “Stephen I was looking at some old diaries this week and I read an entry I wrote after our Easter Camp in 1982 and said. “Stephen Taylor talked on David and Goliath today. I think that God wants Stephen to go into the ministry”.

Now she never told me that at the time. I never had any idea that this was God’s plan. But God is so great, so in control, that he began working in my heart leading me to be your minister when I was just a couple of years older than you. I wonder what God will do in your heart this year? I wonder what God wants you to do in the future? Are there ministers here tonight or missionaries? Are there school teachers or stay at home mums? Are there doctors or nurses, builders or carpenters? How will God use you to make a difference in His world? I don’t know but God does.

So remember the story of David and Goliath. Remember that God is the King. And He has a wonderful plan for your life. So just keep following Jesus. And you will end up exactly where God wants you! 
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