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What is the greatest miracle that God could do for you? If you could get God to do just one thing in answer to your prayers, what would that one thing be? Would you like healing for your body or someone that you love? That person who has cancer, that ailment that stops you from doing the things that you want to do, would you like God to give you healing so that your health was fine and life could continue as normal? 

Or would you like to be happy, really happy? Would you like God to fix up that marriage that is breaking down, that relationship with that child that is causing you stress? Would you like that joy, that deep joy to be a constant in your life? Or would the greatest miracle be if you could see God raise someone from the grave? If you saw a loved one dead and then come back to life, would that be the proof you need to follow him anywhere? Would that be the greatest miracle that God could ever do for you?

Well I want to say this evening that the greatest miracle is the miracle of conversion, where God comes into the life of a lost sinner and saves them. Now why would I say that? Because salvation costs the greatest price, for its price was the death of the Son of God. Because salvation produces the greatest results, for it gives someone life for all eternity. And because salvation brings the greatest glory to God, for there is more rejoicing in heaven and on earth over the salvation of one lost soul, than anything else that happens here on earth. 
So it is interesting to find before us in our passage from Acts, that Peter is involved in some mighty miracles for God. We see at the end of chapter 9, Peter heals the paralytic Aeneas and do you notice that Luke describes this amazing miracle in just 4 verses. Straight afterwards we see Peter bring Tabitha back to life. He gets down on his knees and prays to God and then with great faith says, “Tabitha get up” and she does! And Luke describes that incident in just 5 verses. Just 5 verses!
But then he takes 66 verses to describe the conversion of Cornelius. 66 verses! For to God this is an even greater miracle than the previous two. And as we read the story, we find out why because Cornelius is the first Gentile, the first non Jew to be saved & brought in the Church, without them becoming a Jew and following all the Jewish laws and customs. 

1. The Conversion of Peter. So that’s what I want to look at tonight. Conversion. The conversion of Cornelius. But before we do that I want us to note another conversion, the conversion of Peter.
We are now 10 years after Jesus ascended up into heaven. But before he went up to heaven he said, “You need to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and onto the ends of the earth.”  And so far in Acts we have seen that the Church has been an effective witness, firstly in Jerusalem. And then there was all that persecution and the people of God were sent packing and as they went the Samaritans were saved and other God fearers as well. 
But after 10 years there were still no Gentiles. All those who were saved were Jews or those who had been willing to convert to the Jewish religion. But what about the nations? What about those who had never heard of the Jewish God? Did God care for them, did He really want them saved? Well yes he did but up until now, no one is telling them about Jesus!
Enter Peter in Acts 10. The head of the Christian Church. The ones with the keys to the kingdom of heaven. But Peter needed to be converted to the cause ...  before the nations were to be converted by the gospel. So something drastic had to happen to change Peter’s life and here we see that God sent Peter a vision.

Now notice that first of all Peter was staying in the house of Simon the Tanner when he sees a vision of a sheet filled with all kinds of animals – lizards, sheep, pigs, crows, locusts. Now Peter is hungry & the voice from heaven says “Get up, Peter, kill and eat.” And Peter replies “No Lord, I would never eat anything unclean” & the voice replies, do not call anything impure that God has made clean. And then the same thing happens another 2 times.

Peter is pretty fixed about this isn’t he? Three times, he has the same conversation with God. You would think he would learn the lesson the first time or maybe even second time. But no God has to send this vision three times! How stubborn is Peter! And how rude as well. As one preacher has said, “When talking to God you can say No and you can say Lord, but you can’t say No, Lord for if he truly is your Lord, you will say yes to anything he commands you to do”. But here Peter is saying No to his Lord, three times!
But what God is saying to Peter is truly shocking for a good pious Jewish man. All his life he has lived with this distinction between clean and unclean. There are only certain foods that are clean. There are also certain people that are unclean and you should have nothing to do with them. Now God is saying in this vision that nothing is unclean, all are acceptable to God and Peter is really struggling to get his head around this sort of truth. 

So he sees this vision and then immediately some men from Cornelius appear. Now Peter knows this is not a fluke. He may not have yet converted his thinking to do with the Gentiles but God has got his attention and so he invites these Gentiles to stay the night. Wow, something’s happening isn’t it? For a Gentile to stay with a Jew in their very, own house.

The next day Peter breaks another taboo – he goes into the house of a Gentile. Now I reckon that is the first time he has ever done this in his life. This is massive. Before the final taboo he preaches God’s word to these Gentiles. And he starts by telling them the lesson that he has learn from all of this – that God has no favourites and he will accepts men from ALL nations that who fear him and do what is right. 

That’s ALL with a CAPITAL A. See, he’s saying it doesn’t matter WHERE YOU’VE COME FROM. What nationality, what denomination, whether you used to be a Jew or you used to be a Hindu; whether you used to be a prostitute, whether you used to be a drug addict; no matter what. What you USED TO BE isn't the point. When you come to the point of BELIEVING IN JESUS, you will receive the one thing that matters most of all -the forgiveness of your sins, so that your wrongs no longer count against you.
That’s it – Peter has been converted! From rules to grace. From one nation to every nation. From one type of person to every type of person. Before that time, he knew about Jesus, he trusted in Jesus, he had even received the Holy Spirit. But he really didn’t understand GRACE. Now he does. We are saved by GRACE through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now I know that is Christianity 101 but like Peter it takes us some time to work that out. Yes we are saved by grace so that means that others can be saved by grace as well. God sent Jesus to die for my sins but he sent Jesus to also die for the sins of the world. Not just Jews not just Aussies but all nations. Now do we understand that? Do we truly believe that? Or are we still people who hang on to the law? In a way we all need to be converted to grace!

2. Conversion of Cornelius And that is why we turn to the next conversion in this passage, the conversion of Cornelius, for when we look at this man, he was a good, good man. Yet, in spite of all of those genuine qualities, Cornelius was still a lost Gentile, and up to this point a formidable barrier existed between the Jews and the Gentiles. 
Cornelius was a Military Man – a "centurion", a successful soldier. He was a Moral Man - "a just man, and one who feared God". He was a Model Man - "of good reputation among all the nation of the Jews." He was also a Messiah Man because when Peter tells him and his family the gospel, he starts off by saying in verse 36, “you know the message God sent to his people Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.”  Here’s a good man, who is not saved by his goodness. 
Because he too needs to be saved through by grace through faith in Jesus. But he doesn’t know that. He needs someone to tell him that. And up until now no Christian will even enter his house so as to speak the words of eternal life to him! How disappointing. How tragic that here is a man who wants to know about God but God’s people don’t want to talk to him!
So he is one afternoon praying to God and God sends him a vision and asks him to send his men to find a guy called Peter. Who subsequently comes to Cornelius. Now the danger for us as we read this stuff is we can miss the point. Cause you might think the amazing stuff here is the angels. And the visions. But the REALLY AMAZING THING…is that God’s going to all this trouble… to have a ROMAN SOLDIER HEAR THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT JESUS. 

Now I don’t know about you but that helps me to answer that great question we always ask others about what about the guy in deepest darkest African? Will he be saved? What if he never hears about Jesus? Can his primitive faith be enough? Well here is a flesh and blood answer to our question. Here is a man who is seeking the truth and so God sends him the truth. Here is a man who is good but who still need Jesus. Here is a man who wants to find God and God makes sure he hears the message of Jesus. God used a vision in this case, God can do anything he wants to ensure that a seeking sinner will be saved. But he always does this through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

And then we see Cornelius hear the gospel and respond to the gospel. And God knows it in an instant and so He sends his Holy Spirit upon them. No they don’t need to be circumcised nor do they need to follow the food laws. God has accepted them just as they are. And so Peter recognises this and baptised them. The first Gentile has now been converted. And Peter celebrates this fact by staying for a few days in order to teach them how to live out their faith. 

Someone once asked Charles Spurgeon, the famous preacher of the 19th century, if the heathen could be saved if they did not hear the gospel. His wise reply was, “Can we be saved if we don’t deliver the gospel?” Now that’s interesting isn’t it? For Spurgeon is putting the blowtorch back onto us, isn’t he? Just as Peter needed to be converted in order that Cornelius be converted. So we need a conversion type experience to ensure that all lost sinners hear the gospel. And if we are not willing to share the gospel, the problem lies with us, not God. Which leads to the final conversion in this passage. 
3. The conversion of the Church. For the story continues in the early part of chapter 11 and so when Peter gets back to Jerusalem, he's in trouble. Have a look at verse 1 and 2 in chapter 11. And see the reaction "The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers – the Jewish ones– CRITICISED HIM. “You went into the house of uncircumcised men, these dirty gentiles; and ate with them.” How could you? 
And so Peter steps them through the story; one thing at a time; the vision with the unclean animals; the voice from heaven; Cornelius, and his vision. And finally, verse 16, how the Holy Spirit came on them… just like he came on them at the beginning at Pentecost. No difference. So he says if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus, who was I to think that I could oppose God?  And the penny drops for the Church 
Of course God would do it this way! That’s why we are to take the gospel to the nations, for there are no favourites with God, there is no difference between people of any nations. The fundamental emphasis of the Cornelius story is that since God does not make distinctions in his new society, we have no liberty to make them either. 

Now this is a lesson the Church has to learn again and again and again isn’t it? Time and time again the ugly sin of discrimination has come up in churches, hasn’t it? It appears in the form of racism, where we judge people by the colour of their skin, so it makes a difference whether they are black or white. But it is never black and white even at its biggest the difference is only pink and brown! And so we in the Church need to be like children, who don’t see colours in other people’s faces, only smiles and frowns.

It also appears in nationalism, where we take an unhealthy interest in our nation and we forget about all the other nations. Yes it is important that we as a Church reach out to the nation of Australia, in fact it is critical. But we have more full time Christian workers in Australia than some countries have believers, so we need to be sending our best & brightest to the nations, so they can have the same opportunities to believe in Jesus as we have. 

Discrimination also appears in cultural snobbery, in tribalism. Where we look down on people from different backgrounds because of where they were born or who they were born to. It happens when we as the Church involve ourselves with sexism and treat people as second class citizens because of their gender. As John Stott says, “All such discrimination is inexcusable even in a non–Christian society but in the Christian community it is both an obscenity (because we are being offensive to our human dignity) and blasphemy because we are being offensive to God who accept without discrimination all who repent & believe.”
So friends have we put any barriers up as believers stopping other people from hearing about Jesus? - It may be education, they don’t speak good. It may be economic status, that they don’t dress the same as us, or that they don’t live in the same suburb. It may be the colour of their skin. It may be simply that we live in Australia and they live somewhere else - out of sight and out of mind. But friends, the Church needs to be converted out of that sort of thinking. Otherwise we will impede the Cornelius’ of this world from hearing about Jesus.

Popular writer, Philip Yancey has this to say on the subject. "Taking God’s assignment seriously means that I look at the world upside down, as God does. Instead of seeking out people who stroke my ego, I find those whose egos need stroking; instead of important people with resources who can do me favours, I find people with few resources; instead of the strong, I look for the weak; instead of the healthy, the sick. Is not this how God reconciles the world to himself? Jesus came for the sinners and not the righteous, for the sick and not the healthy."

You know when I first became a Christian I didn’t want to share my faith. I had found a place of love and acceptance. I was happy and comfortable and you know what? I didn’t want others coming and spoiling my Church. I liked it just as it was. Yet I was forgetting that in me coming in I might have spoilt someone else’s Church! They had paid that price for me. They had been converted to the mission of the Church and that conversion had led to my conversion.

Friends, are we converted, truly converted by God’s grace? Great. Then are we converted to sharing that grace to all people? And lastly are we committed to making this Church not just a cozy club but a hospital for souls. Not just a Church where me and my family are happy but a Church where the people around us will come in and here the wonderful message of Jesus. 
