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I read recently the true story of a mayor of a small city who was driving through the city square when he noticed 2 city workers doing something rather unusual. Along one side of the main street, they were working steadily. One of the men was digging a hole in the ground, & the other was filling it back up.

After watching them dig & fill several holes in this manner, the mayor, somewhat confused, confronted the 2 workers & asked them for an explanation. "Well, sir," replied the first man, "we work for the city planting trees, & usually there are 3 of us - one to dig the hole, one to plant the tree, & one to cover it up. The guy who plants the tree called in sick today, but," he proudly announced, "we’re here & we’re doing our jobs anyway."

How easy it is to fall into similar habits when it comes to Church. We come week by week to worship God, we sing our hymns, we go to our bible studies, we give some money and we help those in need. But we are so programmed, that like the tree planters, we totally lose sight of the meaning behind what we’re doing. We forget that we are God’s people and that we have a mission to go out into all the world and tell people about God’s Son, Jesus. We forget that God wants us to help the message of the gospel grow. But it isn’t is it?  
So what do we do then? We say it’s all because we don’t have our own building or we need to spruce up the worship. Or if we could attract a few more teenagers or young adults or if we could get people to be more committed. When we fail to grow we start to think of the changes we need to make to our structures and programmes and instead the answer may be the changes we need to see in ourselves.

For as we turn back to the book of Acts and see how God caused the first Church to grow, we come to chap 2 & we see when revival hit the Church. How on one day it grew from 120 people to 3000 people. Wow can you imagine that? Can you imagine the 40 of us being at Church today and by next Wednesday we had grown to 1,000 people? What would we do next week? How would we cope with all those new Christians? We would all have 20 each to look after! Well hold that thought for a moment and let us see what happened first for the early church and then we will have a look at how the Church coped with such a growth!  
1. The Spirit of God. And it all started with the coming of the Spirit of God on the people. It was 50 days after the resurrection of Jesus and just 10 days after Jesus ascended back to heaven. It was the day of the Jewish festival of the first fruits where the people would come to the Temple celebrating the harvest that God had given to them. And God chooses on that day very day to send a harvest of souls to the new Church. 
So the fledging Church is meeting together in the one place.  There are the 12 apostles, their families and a few others hanging on when God sends His Holy Spirit, onto his people. Yes in the past the Spirit has been active in our world before this time. The difference now was the Spirit was not just coming upon individuals but the whole group. Not just for a special time but for all time. Men and women, young and old, rich and poor, from the greatest to the least all now receive the Spirit of God. He is now with them in everything they do.
But it was quite spectacular how it all came about wasn’t it? Firstly there was a sound like the blowing of a violent wind. Then there was the sight of tongues of fire resting on each of them. Finally there was the strange speech where they spoke in other languages and the people around them could hear them speak in their own native language. 

The Spirit promised by the prophet Joel had now come upon the people and they began to prophesy and tell others about the wonderful work of God’s son Jesus. The Spirit promised by Jesus, the one who would teach the world about sin, righteousness and judgement had now entered into the life of the Christian. Now with God inside of them they had the power to live the life of faith. And they were excitedly telling everyone about this wonderful gift from God. 
Sometimes you hear some Christians talk about speaking in tongues and it seems like they are babbling, speaking in a language that no one seems to understand. That is not what is happening here. These are real words with real meaning and for a real purpose. 

It's sort of like what you get at the United Nations where everyone's got their set of headphones on with an interpreter talking in their ear translating what's being said from the front. Except in this case, they don’t need the interpreter. Because the Holy Spirit has given the apostles the ability to speak in all these languages so that everyone can understand.
This is a tremendously important day in the life of the Church. As one preacher has put it, “At Bethlehem we see that “God is with us.” On the cross of Calvary we learn that “God is for us.” But only at Pentecost do we find out that “God is in us.”

Why does God send the Church the Holy Spirit? Because the Spirit is the one who will enable God’s people to do God’s task. If they think that the task of the Great Commission can be done without the leading and prompting of God’s Holy Spirit they will find out that they are wrong. If they think that they can teach and preach God’s word without the help of the God’s Holy Spirit they will find out that people will just not understand. If they think they can grow a Church without the supernatural resources that the Holy Spirit will provide they are destined for failure. That is why Jesus said in Acts 1, wait here in Jerusalem until my father sends you the Holy Spirit for then you will get the power you need to do the tasks that I command you to do.
And friends we often forget that in the Church. We think if we get our preaching right, our music right, our kids and youth ministry right, then we will grow. But there are plenty of Churches that have these things nailed but have no power to grow. Growth comes through the work of the Holy Spirit. Power comes from having God within us. If we just go through the motions it is like those council workers, no trees will be planted and there will be no growth. We have to do things in God’s power not our power. We have to be led by God’s plans not our plans. We have to do things in God’s way not our way. 

2. The Son of God. The growth in the Jerusalem Church begins with the Spirit of God and then the apostle Peter tells everyone about the Son of God. So when the Spirit comes and all these people from all over the known world see this amazing spectacle and hear God speaking through these Christian men and women, then Peter stands up and addresses the crowds and tells them all about Jesus. 
Peter, he's the guy who 50 days ago denied he even knew Jesus. Do you remember the night Jesus was betrayed and put on trial? He's the guy who seven weeks and one day ago said, I don’t even know him. Who wouldn't even own up to knowing Jesus to a slave girl.  Now he is a changed man! And he wants everyone else to be changed as well!

So he says “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus!” How can you be changed? Jesus! Who can explain what’s happening here today? Jesus! What is the most important thing that these people can learn about God? Jesus. It’s all about Jesus! 

And so he goes on to tell the crowd the historical truth about Jesus. How he actually lived amongst the people of Israel. He did signs and wonders. But he was handed over to the Romans who put him to death but on the third day he rose to life. His body did not stay in the grave but he was taken up to heaven. It is this Jesus who has sent us the Holy Spirit. Peter tells the people it’s all about Jesus. He was a historical person whose life, death and resurrection was seen by many, many people. If we want to tell anyone about the Christian message, we have to start with Jesus!
Friends how often do we talk to others about Jesus? Not God, that’s too confusing. Not the Church. Not faith but Jesus. We need to be people who gossip the gospel and the gospel is all about Jesus. Sometimes we in the Church have been guilty of pushing forward entertainment or ceremonies or structures but it is all about Jesus, the historical Jesus.

So Peter tells them about Jesus and then he talks about the theological Jesus. Why is this Jesus important? Because this historical life, according to verse 36, proves that he is both Lord and Christ. Jesus is Lord, he’s the boss, the chief cheese, the prime minister, the King. He’s in charge. Not just of the Church but of the world. If he can do these miracles, if he can come back from the dead, then he is the MAN. Someone we need to listen to and follow.

But he is also the Christ, the Messiah, the promised one.  Joel predicted what he would do and so did King David. God spoke to men decades ago, centuries beforehand and predicted that he would send someone who would save us from our sins. And that someone is Jesus. And he proves that by dying on the cross for the sins of the world and coming back to life. 

This Jesus is not just a historical figure, a theological figure but a contemporary figure. He has to be our Lord. He has to be our Saviour. He has to be our Messiah. And so we can’t afford to ignore him, especially after all he has done for you. We can’t afford to just wheel him out once a week because he is our Lord and Boss. We can’t think that we will get to heaven by our good works, it’s all about Jesus. He is the one who saves us. So we need to repent and believe. Be baptised and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Peter tells his hearers that it’s all about Jesus. Now that was the name of the television, radio and print campaign that many Churches held last year across our State. It’s all about Jesus. You see a number of Christian organisations got together, hired some marketers, did some research about how to reach out to our community. And they met with their focus groups and they found out that the Church might have bad press, the Bible is seen as an out of date book but Jesus, people were still interested in Jesus. Well it’s just as well! Because that is the message we are to present. Jesus. 

But friends if Jesus rose from the dead and if he lives today, then we need to introduce people to Jesus. Young and old. In modern Churches and traditional. On Sundays and weeknights. In small groups and at large meetings. We need to rely on the Spirit of God as we reach out and tell people about the Son of God. 

 A while back a certain soap-maker, having run out of superlatives to define the perfection of his product, hit upon a statement that said in a novel and compelling way the last word that could be said concerning it: "As we couldn’t improve our product, we improved the box." Brothers and sisters, we can’t improve on our product, because our product is the Lord Jesus. But we can improve the box. That’s us. We must improve us if the church is to grow. And that’s where our passage ends. 

3. With the Sons and Daughters of God.  And here I want you to see the four things that cause this Church to grow in numbers and in faith, in width and in depth. Firstly they come to Jesus and encourage others to come to Jesus. Peter says “the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call. So repent and be baptised every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”
Come. Come to Jesus. Don’t stay on the edge. Don’t look on from the sides. Come. The Church can’t grow if those in the Church are not growing in their faith. And our faith is all about Jesus. So come and be involved in the body of Christ each week. Come to him in prayer each day. Come to the word of God every morning. Come and commit.

Because once they came they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching, to the fellowship and to the breaking of bread, most likely having meals together but this would certainly have also included the Lords Supper and to prayer. These people were committed. Committed to God but also committed to each other. We can’t do this on our own. We can’t afford to be lone ranger Christians. Otherwise we are like  football player without a team; a soldier without a platoon; a tuba player without an orchestra; a sheep without a flock, a child without a family. 

Come. Commit. Contribute. You don’t come so that you might receive and grow spiritually fat. You get spiritually fit when you receive and give. And so the early Church did that. Some people opened up their homes for small groups and large and others sold their homes to finance the work that was being done. But all were generous. All lived sacrificially. All shared with one another so that there was no needy person among them. 

Wow. What would that have been like to be a part of that Church? This was not communism where you are forced to share. This was community where you want to share what you have with others. 

Come. Commit. Contribute and Connect. They connected with each other and cared for one another. And they connected with their community because each day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. No wonder the Church was growing because the people themselves were on fire. And the people around them had seen the difference being a Christian had made. They had seen the power of the Spirit of God. They had heard about the Son of God. And they could see God working amongst his children in the Church. 
Friends do we want our Church to grow? This is the blueprint. It’s not about planting a Church, or changing the music or finding a new Church building, even though God may still call us to do these things. It is about being the sons and daughters of the living God. It is about opening ourselves up to the Spirit of God. Knowing and sharing the Jesus, Son of God. It’s about being the Church that God has called us to be.
So let me end by quoting American Bill Hybels so that we can hear what he has to say about the church: “I believe that only one power exists on this sorry planet that can (transform the human heart). It’s the power of the love of Jesus Christ, the love that conquers sin and wipes out shame and heals wounds and reconciles enemies and patches broken dreams and ultimately changes the world, one life at a time. And what grips my heart everyday is the knowledge that the radical message of that transforming love has been given to the church.”

“That means in a very real way the future of the world rests in the hands of local congregations like yours and mine. It’s the church or its lights out. Without church so filled with the power of God that they can’t help but spill goodness and peace and love and joy into the world, depravity will win the day; evil will flood the world. But it does not have to be that way. Strong, growing communities of faith can turn the tide of history. They can!”

“Don’t bother looking elsewhere. The church is it.” (Bill Hybels, Courageous Leadership)

