Kid’s Talk

All of us are on a journey, a path, a road travelling toward Jesus.

It’s going to take us all of our lives to get there.

But it’s not one you take on your own. You go as a family – mum, dad and the kids.

You go as a Church family – together we want to walk toward Jesus. Grow in our faith.

We start as a baby (pick up a baby) and we begin by being CARRIED along toward Jesus.

We can’t do much for ourselves, we have to trust what Mum and Dad are doing.

So they carry us and their faith, THEIR trust in Jesus helps us to learn and to grow in faith.

Then after a while we grow up a bit. And then things change as well.

We no longer are CARRIED but we HOLD HANDS (find a toddler). 

We walk together toward Jesus. We don’t just do what we want to do. 

We are part of a family. Mum and Dad bring us to midweekchurch. They pray for us. 

We say grace together. But we are going in the same direction. TOWARD JESUS.

But sometime in our life, Mum and Dad have to let go.

It might be when we become a teenager, or when we leave school.

But then we have to make our OWN WAY, our OWN DECISIONS. 

Whether we will continue to go TOWARD JESUS or not.

Mum and Dad are still heading that way. They want us to follow THEIR EXAMPLE

But we might take another path. It is now up to us. It is our choice.

DO I WANT TO GIVE MY LIFE TO JESUS OR NOT?

WILL I follow my MUM or DAD or will I go where I WANT TO GO?

So there are three stages... BEING CARRIED, HOLDING HANDS and ON OUR OWN

Now at midweekchurch we celebrate two of these stages.

When a child is born...when this journey to Jesus begins... we have what’s called a BAPTISM.

This is telling everyone that FAMILY is important. 

And that the PROMISES we make are also important.

We promise as a family to all go toward Jesus.

When you get old enough to make up your own mind then you can become a MEMBER
You stand up and make your own promises.

Some other Churches do it a bit differently. This is neither right nor wrong just different.

They THANK GOD for their child and DEDICATE him to GOD.

And when they are old enough to make their own CHOICES then they are BAPTISED.
That is telling everyone that this person’s has a CHOICE
That their FAITH is important.

One is not better than the other. Just different. 

But no matter what your parents have chosen to do

Remember they all want you to FOLLOW JESUS.

And we want you to be part of this Church, so that we can all walk toward JESUS TOGETHER.

Need: Footsteps and BluTack, the Kingscliff cross, Coloured paper with words on it.




Baptism 

For one of the last things that Jesus said before he went to heaven was "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Mat 28:18-20)  

So I would now like Brett and Tammy, Lachlan, Mitchell and Luke, 

Ian and Giovanna, Lachlan, Caitlyn and William to come forward.

It is just so special to have these two families in front of us tonight. They have been coming to our Church over these past 12 to 18 months, they are getting involved in dinner roster, in the family club, in the various activities of the Church and now they want to declare their faith in God and make promises as a family about how they are going to live in the future. 

So firstly to Brett, Tammy and Giovanna, I will ask the questions which have been set down to be asked by the Presbyterian Church.

The Vows (IH)

The first few questions are to do with your faith

Q. Who is your Lord and Saviour?

A. Jesus is my Lord and Saviour

Q. Do you trust Him in your whole life?

A. Yes

Q. Brett and Tammy, do you bring your children Lachlan, Mitchell and Luke to be baptised tonight as a witness of your desire and prayer that they will grow up to be true followers of Jesus?

A. We do

Q. Giovanna, do you bring your children Caitlyn and William to be baptised tonight as a witness of your desire and prayer that he will grow up to be true followers of Jesus?

A. We do

The next few questions are to do with how you all have agreed to bring up your children

Q. The Lord commanded us to teach those who are baptised in his name. Therefore so you promise to teach the word of God, the Bible to your family?

A. We do

Q. Do you promise to pray for them and to set them a godly example in your life?

A. We do

Q. As part of your godly example do you promise to be faithful in your attendance at Church?

A. We do

Q. Do you promise all these things so that by God’s help, all your family may grow up to be faithful followers of Jesus all their life?

A. We do

Q. Ian, do you wish to support Giovanna in the vows that she has taken tonight and is it your desire that Caitlyn and William grow up involved in the life of the Church, until that time when they are old enough to make decisions of their own? Do you?
A. I do.
Congregational Vow

Members of the congregation, would you please stand. To accept this child as a member of our congregation, you too must answer this question put forward by the Presbyterian Church.

Q. Do you promise to receive little children, like Lachlan, Mitchell, Luke, Caitlyn and William  into your midst with Christian love and consideration, to uphold them with your prayers; to seek their growth in the knowledge of Christ; and never willingly to set before them any conduct which would offend them or be unworthy of Christ?

A. We do.

May God bless you and give you the grace to be faithful to your promises. Please be seated.

The Baptism 

Lachlan James Friend

Mitchell Ryan Friend

Luke Andrew Friend

Caitlyn
 Elizabeth Mison

William Charles Mison 

I baptise you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Declaration 

By this sign of baptism, these children are now to be received into the fellowship of the Church and are to be commended to the love and care of all believers. They are therefore to be instructed in the expectation of the time that they shall, under the gracious leading of the God’s Holy Spirit, confess Jesus as their Saviour and Lord.

Sing - Jesus loves me 

Prayer 


* thanks


* for William, Caitlyn, Luke, Mitchell and Lachlan


* for their families


* for midweekchurch

2.12.09    Mark 10:13-16   What can kids teach us?
Midweekchurch
Baptism (mid)

Adults are meant to be the ones who teach kids aren’t we? We are the ones that are the parents. We are the leaders at kidschurch. We are the ones who have been around for 30, 50, 70 years. We’re the ones that teach the kids, right?

Not always. Sometimes the kids teach us things as well. I remember having trouble with my lawn mower, it just wouldn’t start. I had pushed the primer button, I had pulled the cord, I had let it breathe for a while, I had checked the plugs, but nothing was working, nothing at all. I was tempted to give it a kick because I was getting really frustrated when Jemma came up to me and said “Dad, why don’t we pray?” 
Now we had been trying to teach the kids how to pray and we had seen a few good answers to our prayers. But a lawn mower? Get a mechanic, maybe. Change the spark plugs, sure. But prayer? I didn’t want her to be disappointed. Besides it hadn’t even come into my head to pray. So for the first time in my life I prayed for a lawn mower. “Please God, you can do anything. Please Lord can you help me today. Please Father, can you cause this mower to start. Please God can you show the kids (and me) that you can do anything! Amen.” I don’t need to tell you what happened next, do I? First time, the mower roars into action!

Kids can teach us lots of things. I was reading an email during the week that said, “My children have taught me many things”: My children taught me that if you hook a dog leash over a ceiling fan, the motor is not strong enough to rotate a 6 stone boy wearing underwear and a Superman cape. My children taught me that Lego’s will pass through the stomach of a 4-year old but Duplos will not. That play dough and microwave should not be used in the same sentence. That garbage bags do not make good parachutes. And my children taught me that you probably do not want to know what that odour is.” 

Kids can teach us lots of things. And so when people were bringing their children to Jesus to bless them, some weren’t all that happy. Kids should be seen but not heard. No guys, Jesus has more important things to do than be king of the kids. He has to teach us, big folk. He needs to help people who are sick. He needs to show us what God is like. 

And yes all of these things are important but not as important as allowing God to touch a child’s life. So Jesus reminds the people, adults are important to God, but so are kids. Everyone is important to Him. So don’t stop anyone from coming to me. In fact unless you learn from these kids you may miss out on eternal life yourself. 

So what can we learn from our kids?

a) Baby. (take a baby in your arms) I think you can learn trust from a baby. A baby knows that they can’t do things for themselves. They trust Mum will give them food and milk to help them grow strong. They trust that Dad will always do his best to keep them safe and secure. They trust God even if they can’t see Him. We have to learn from children how to trust, how to trust God. That he is in control and that He will help us to grow up as strong Christians, as faithful followers of Jesus.
b) Infant (hold an infant’s hand)
I think you can learn how to ask for help from an infant. An infant is always asking us to help them tie their shoe laces or help us to find their lost car. They will ask us for food when they are hungry and for a cuddle when they are lonely. Infants know how to ask for help.

We have to learn from them how to ask God for help. Not to try and do everything ourselves. Not to attempt something and only when we fail ask God to step in. We need to be child like enough to ask for help. Everyday making sure we are humble enough to know that there are lots of things that we can’t control in our lives, but God controls them all!

c) Teenager (ask a teenager to stand in front of you)
I think you can learn from a child who is 10 or older about energy. When they want to do something they will give it 100%. They will want to be the best AFL player in the world, even change their eating habits in order to do it! They will want to be the fastest person to ride a bicycle down a hill. They will want to get their Polly Pockets just right and will spend hours upon hours getting it so. They put all their energy into the things they love.

We have to learn to put all our energy into following Jesus. Trying to serve him 100%, 24/7. Making sure we learn all we can about God. That we put everything into practise. That Jesus is the most important thing in our lives.
So kids, that is what your Mum and Dad want you to do. That is why they so faithfully bring you to midweekchurch. That is why they pray for you, they give you Christian books and DVD’s. And they want to keep learning about Jesus themselves as well as keep showing you in their words and in their actions what a follower of Jesus is all about.

Adults be careful that in your actions you don’t stop these children, your own children here tonight & others, from being touched by Jesus. I read during the week a startling statistic 83% of those who come to Christ, do so before the age of 18. The older a person gets without becoming a Christian the less likely they are to do so. James Dobson has said, “We must make the salvation of our children our #1 priority. Nothing else is more important.” 

That’s why the BEST thing we can do to express our love to our children, and to the children of our church, is to lead them, to teach them about Jesus, to model what a Christian looks like and to show them that Jesus is first in your life and He should also be first in their life! 

Let me end with a story. The evangelist D.L. Moody once returned from a meeting and reported that there were two and a half conversions. Someone asked, “Two adults and one child?” “No,” said Moody, “Two children and one adult. The children gave their whole lives. The adult only had half to give.”
Kids you have your whole life to give, give it to Jesus. Adults, you have the rest of your life to give. Give it to Jesus first and your family second. That is what we have witnessed happen tonight and that’s what I’d love to see in us all in the years to come.

