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Typical of last minute Christmas shoppers, a mother was running furiously from store to store. Suddenly she became aware that the pudgy little hand of her three year old son was no longer clutched in hers. In a panic she retraced her steps and found him standing with his little nose pressed flatly against a frosty window. He was gazing at a manger scene. Hearing his mother’s near hysterical call, he turned and shouted with innocent glee: "Look Mummy! It’s Jesus - baby Jesus in the hay.” With obvious indifference to his joy and wonder, she impatiently jerked him away saying, "We don’t have time for that!"
Isn’t that a picture of what is happening in our nation today? We’re so busy! There’s presents to buy, cards to send, letters to write, Christmas decorations to put up, parties to attend, food to order – it’s just a mad, mad time of year. So most Australians, “don’t have time to stop and look at Jesus. We don’t have time for that!” And so we hurtle along toward the festive season and fail to think through why we are so busy in the first place!

Well hopefully we won’t make that same mistake this year because tonight we have a chance to stop and look at Jesus. To be like that little child and ignore all the other stuff that is going on all around us. And pause for a moment at the manger scene. To think, reflect, treasure, ponder how something that happened 2000 years ago has relevance for our modern, sophisticated world. So to help us do that tonight I want to concentrate on just one verse – Luke 2:10. “The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”

1. Good News.  Now there are some shepherds out doing the night shift, when suddenly they see an angel. Now I bet you that none of them had ever seen an angel before. And they’re probably thinking to themselves “Oh no, I’m in big trouble now, really big trouble”
So there they are quaking in their boots, when the angel says, “Guys, don’t be afraid! You’re not in trouble, for I bring you good news.” Good news. Now what would be good news for these shepherds? “You can take the night off and go back to your families and your own beds?” or “The boss has decided to give you a Christmas bonus?” Or maybe “God has decided to kick the Roman’s out of town so you can now be free men in your own country!” Now that would be good news, very good news.

But God has something even better to say to the shepherds than this! So the angels trumpet “Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born, he is Christ the Lord.”
What is the Good news? A Saviour has been born. Not really the sort of the thing that we would make a song and dance about today. Sure we want to know that the Federal government is going to have another round of stimulus spending at Christmas. Or maybe the State government has given us an extra public holiday over the Christmas break. That’s good news, but a Saviour being born?
I don’t think most Australians think that they need a Saviour! They are basically good people living in a free country. Life may not be as good as it gets, but it’s not too bad.  It’s not like I am out in the surf and I need a life Saver. Or that I’m in trouble and I need a knight in shining armour to save me from my troubles. After all God helps those who help themselves. I’m too independent to need a Saviour.
Don’t you think this is the big problem for the average Aussie when it comes to Christmas? They don’t think they need God to do anything for them! They have no concept of sin. They are blind to the fact that their relationship with God is in tatters. They are just trying to do their best in a crazy world and really God isn’t even on the horizon, let alone on a white horse ready to save me from this world!

And so because we don’t think we need saving, we don’t value a Saviour. And because we have no real concept of sin, we don’t get excited by a baby coming into the world to pay the penalty for my sins. And seeing I’m just so caught up in the living for today, why would I want to stop and ponder something that happened some 2,000 years ago?
So a Saviour being born to us doesn’t sound particularly like good news! And if a Saviour doesn’t sound like good news, someone called “Christ the Lord” sounds even worse! Australians hate people lording it over us. Australians want to be their own boss. We don’t want anyone telling us what to do. But here the angel is saying that he has good news and that news is that a baby has been born who is a Christ, a King, a Lord!
So today we often miss the good news of Christmas because it doesn’t seem relevant to us anymore in the 21 century. So counteract that, Churches instead of talking about a Saviour and a Lord will talk about God giving you blessings, healings, riches or relationships because these are the things that Australians truly value. But Jesus is not here primarily to give us these things but to save us from our wrongdoings and make sure that we have a chance to join God’s kingdom. 

Now God would only send us a Saviour if he thought you and I needed saving. God would only open up time and send his Son into the world, if he knew you and I needed to turn away from the kingdom of this world and come into the Kingdom of God. So this Christmas let us stop and ponder Jesus as our Saviour and Jesus as our Lord. Let us allow this good news to sink in. God could have given us a Christmas bonus, better health, a closer family, but he knows before anything else, we need Jesus, as our Saviour and Lord. And that is why the first Christmas was all about Good News.
2. Great Joy. Good news of great joy! This good news will result in great joy, actually the word is MEGA joy! This will not just make the shepherds happy, or relieve their boredom, this will give them a deep, lasting, fulfilling joy. God was going to do something to change their lives. God had stepped into human history and given them the gift of this child. God was sending them a chance of participating in Mega joy.

It was also great joy because it had been long anticipated. It was great joy because this was the Messiah, the Saviour. He was finally here! It had to do with the joy He would give to all who called on Him as their Lord and Saviour. 
It brings me great joy to know that the all powerful and all knowing and omnipresent God of the universe was born into this world for me! Yes He did it for you and for the whole world, but He did it for me. He was born for us. He lived for us. He died for us. He rose from the grave for us and today He even lives to make intercession for us! I want to tell you that I have great joy today knowing what the birth of Christ has done for us all.

And it was the shepherds who first heard the good news that brought great joy. And when they heard it the angels joined in the first and finest rendition of the Hallelujah Chorus. They praised God. They sang “glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests. “ It brought the angels great joy to see what God had planned for his people.

And it brought the shepherds great joy as well. They went down to Bethlehem and saw the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger and then they returned back and told everyone they saw about this amazing event. They too started praising and glorifying God for all the things they had seen and heard. This was more than just a good feeling after you have a glass of wine, or the laughter of a good joke. This was MEGA joy. They had been included in the plans that God had made for the whole world.
But I wonder if we miss that joy today in the 21st century? In Dec 1903, after many attempts, the Wright brothers were successful in getting their "flying machine" off the ground. Thrilled, they telegraphed this message to their sister Katherine: "We have actually flown 120 feet - will be home for Christmas." Katherine hurried to the editor of the local newspaper & showed him the message. He glanced at it & said, "How nice. The boys will be home for Christmas." He totally missed the big news that man had flown! 

And so I wonder if we have missed the real joy of Christmas? If we have been blinded by the theories around us that joy, that real happiness, that fulfilment come from having lots of money, or a bigger home or a happy family? And so we sing “Joy to the world the Lord is come” “O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant” “repeat the sounding joy” and “Tis the season to be jolly” - BUT we don’t stop long enough and have a good enough look at Jesus and so this joy, this real joy, seems to elude us as well. 
Friends, this Christmas let us hear the good news that brings great joy. Let us look past the tinsel, the carols, the presents, the lights and see what God has done. That he has joined us in the muck and mire of this world. That he has walked the same paths that we trod today. That he wants to send us his Spirit and to give us the fruits of that spirit, love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control. 

Then as we ponder these things we might be able to return here next week glorifying and praising God for all the things that we have heard and seen, for they were just as we were told!
3. God’s Creatures. Good news of Great Joy for all of God’s creatures, because the good news was not just for the shepherds, but for all men. It was not just for the Jews, but for the Gentiles. It was not just for the men, but for the women and children. 
Now when a child is born to a member of British royalty; for instance, when Princess Diana’s sons Harry and William were born, they didn’t send a messenger down to the docks to break the news first to the fishmongers. They didn’t issue personal invitations to the cab drivers of London to come visit Diana and her new infant in Windsor castle. I’m guessing that if any announcements or invitations were sent out, they were printed in gold leaf and hand delivered to political leaders and foreign heads of state. 

The point is that you would expect an event like the birth of the Christ to be announced to the most important people in the nation. Political leaders – kings, governors, magistrates, even Caesar – might be invited to come and pay homage to the future ruler. Religious leaders – Priests, rabbis, synagogue officials – they would all be invited to worship their Messiah. Military leaders. Wealthy merchants. The news media. But none of them got the word. None of them were invited. Only these few, poor, shepherds, these social and religious outcasts, received the announcement.

Now when you think about the shepherds, they would be the last people you’d expect God to take notice of. First of all, they were religious outcasts. According to Jewish religious law, these men were unclean. Their line of work prevented them from participating in the feasts and holy days that made up the Jewish religious calendar. Why? Well, somebody had to watch the sheep. A modern day example might be a truckie or a shift worker, whose job keeps them from regularly attending church. It wasn’t really their fault. But they were looked down on, from a religious point of view. 

Not only that, but shepherds were borderline social outcasts. Since they were constantly on the move to find new pasture for their flocks, they were looked on with suspicion. Kind of the way people today might look at gypsies. They were often accused of being thieves. If something was missing – it must have been those good for nothing shepherds. They were not permitted to give testimony in a legal proceeding, because their word wasn’t considered trustworthy. And on top of all that, they really didn’t have much contact with other people. Because most of the time, they were “living out in the fields”. 

So if God is interested in these shepherds, he is interested in everyone. If God wants them to draw closer to Jesus, then the invitation is open to all people. In other words, God was demonstrating, by His choice of these shepherds were to be the first to receive the news of Christ’s birth, that Jesus was not going to be the Saviour of only the political and social and religious elite. Jesus was not going to be the Saviour only of kings and governors, or popes and priests. Jesus is the Saviour of all equally, he doesn’t give preference to any group or any class. Nor does he discriminate on the basis of intelligence, or education, or wealth, or profession, or political power, or social standing, or any of the other qualities that human beings judge by. His love is offered to all, to anyone who will repent and believe, to anyone who will trust in Him as Saviour.

And that ‘s why surveys show that most people when they are asked to whom they best relate to in the Christmas story, say they relate best to the shepherds. For they were ordinary, everyday people, like us. Not particularly wise, or religious or powerful but people who are going about their ordinary lives, when God calls them to drop everything and come and worship Jesus. 

So often we forget that this good news of great joy is for all God’s creatures. For we keep it to ourselves. We are nervous about seeming to be too politically incorrect. We don’t want to be labelled religious freaks. But if Jesus has come as our Saviour and our Lord and if Jesus has changed our lives and given us a deep seated joy down in our hearts, then we should be keen to share it with all of God’s creatures. Because it is as relevant to them as it is to us.
So friends we might be busy, but let us use this time to stop and ponder what God has done in sending Jesus, and what God is doing amongst us right now, as well as what God will do when he sends Jesus a second time.  
And as together we ponder let us hear those words, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord!” 
