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According to Jeff Kennett, outspoken ex premier of Victoria, Christians are "People of the Past". That’s what he said. He said it when Christians raised objections to the Crown Casino. "To object to something like that," he said, "meant you were out of step with the community." How could you possibly object to something that would be such a revenue raiser for the state? That would bring so many tourists, particularly overseas tourists, to Victoria. Just because a few families will suffer, just because gambling is addictive. So what! If you’re a Christian, he said, you’re living in the past. So get with it! Go down to the casino and start enjoying yourself…. 

Now I think that is a serious allegation and one worth considering. Are we really people of the past?  Let’s take us for example. Here we are a part of a denomination that is over 400 years old, our only church building is 99 year old, talking about an event that happened 2000 years ago and following a tradition, that of Easter, that has been practised the whole time that our nation has been around for.

Everyone else thinks that Easter is about having a well needed sleep in, then spent a day on the water, followed by a BBQ with their friends, some scoffing down of some Easter Eggs and then they will settle down and watch some footy on the TV.  

In a way it seems that Jeff Kennett is right. But we are people of the past, because history is important. Those who ignore the past will make the mistakes of the past again. Those who cut off their heritage will have no foundations in which to base their present life. Those who live for the moment find that the moment may satisfy but only for the moment. Money, food, sex, fame, as ends in themselves fail to satisfy or give us fulfilment. Because they are transient, they don’t last. You and I were made for something different, something deeper. 
And that is why we are tonight looking at Easter, because we believe that there is something more. That God has stepped into the history of the world and changed it completely. That if we just live in the present, without reference to the past or the future then it is like turning on the TV and seeing the middle part of a movie. Without the beginning or the end it makes no sense. It’s nonsense! God has directed the movie of this world wonderfully, but to understand what is going on in the present, we have to understand what has happened in the past and where the future is heading.
1. People of the Past. You see, you and I didn’t make this world and so for us to live in this world, we need to know what has already happened. So when Joshua came into the world almost six years ago, we began to teach him about what had happened before he arrived here. Now this is pretty confusing for him. How can you really know something if you weren’t there to see it with your very own eyes? 
But for him to understand his life, he needs to know that before him there were two other children born into our family so the structure of the household cannot just revolve around him. He needs to know that he wasn’t just delivered by a stork one day, but that Mum and Dad desired to bring him into the world. How Mum and Dad committed themselves to each other and to a family that would come. That Kaylene and I are also children of our own parents and we have responsibilities to a wider family network. 

You see the past is important for Joshua, otherwise he can’t make any sense of the present. And similarly the past is important for us as well. But our past is not just about our families, our nation, our history, it’s about our Creator. 

This is not my world, this is God’s world. Life is not just about me, ultimately it’s about Him. Before I existed, He existed. He brought it into existence. He spoke and the world came into being. He placed mankind on the earth to look after it on His behalf. But the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, didn’t want the past to shape their actions. They just wanted to do what they felt like doing. And so when the fruit looked tempting, even though God has said no, they said yes. And ever since that one act of disobedience, every single person has continues to live in the present. They have ignored their history and done what they wanted to do, rather than what God wanted them to do.
So God sends his one and only son to rescue these men and women. He sends Jesus to teach people about God, to show them how to live properly in the present and he ends up on a cross on or about 33 AD, so that this perfect man might substitute his death for our life. So that he might take all the disobedience of the world onto his own body and pay the penalty for disobedience, so that we might be forgiven. So that we might start again. 
It was June 18, 1815, the Battle of Waterloo. The French under the command of Napoleon were fighting the allied forces of the British, Dutch, and Germans under the command of Wellington. The people of England depended on a system of signals to find out how the battle was going. One of these signals was on the tower of Winchester Cathedral.

Late in the day it flashed the signal: “W - E - L - L - I - N - G - T - O - N - - - D - E - F - E - A - T - E - D - - -.” Just at that moment a fog cloud made it impossible to read the message. The news of defeat quickly spread throughout the city. The whole countryside was sad and gloomy when they heard the news that their country had lost the war. Suddenly, the fog lifted, and the remainder of the message could be read. The message had four words, not two. The complete message was: “W - E - L - L - I - N - G - T - O - N - - - D - E - F - E - A - T - E - D - - - T - H - E - - - E - N - E - M - Y!” It took only a few minutes for the good news to spread. Sorrow was turned into joy, defeat was turned into victory!
So it was with Jesus. He died on the cross and it seemed like he was defeated. After the frightful crucifixion, the fog of disappointment and misunderstanding had crept in on the friends of Jesus. They had read only part of the message. “Christ defeated” was all they knew. But then on the third day the fog lifted & the world received the complete message: “Christ defeated death!” Defeat was turned into victory; death was turned into life!
That is the past that we as Christians cherish. But Paul says in Corinthians chapter 15 , we have to careful about that past. We have to make sure that it’s true. We have to ensure that we don’t build our present on a past that is rubbish. For he will go on to say if Jesus didn’t come back to life, then our preaching is profitless, our faith is foolish, the disciples were deceivers, that sin is sovereign, death still has dominion and our future is futile.
If we are going to be people of the past, we have to get the past right. We can’t just be making it up. We have to search the scriptures. We have ponder the history books. We cannot just be gullible and believe whatever anyone says to us. We cannot afford to die for a lie. Otherwise, Paul says, we are to be pitied more than any other men.

But it’s not just us that have to make sure we have got this right. Jeff Kennett has to do that as well, so do all the other people in Australia today. They can’t afford to believe that the world evolved, if God actually created it. They can’t make the mistake of ignoring history, if it really is His Story, God’s Story. They will be in big, big trouble if Jesus really did offer to die for their sins and they ignore that offer. If Jesus resurrection guarantees their own resurrection and they never put their trust in that resurrection. People of the past... & 
2. Fellows of the Future. Now when we think about it there is as many people who scoff about us living in the past as there are people who ridicule us for thinking about the future. “They are too heavenly minded, they say that they are of no earthly use.” These Christians just have their head in the clouds. Religion is an opiate to the people. It’s a drug, it’s a way of dulling our brains, our senses so that we lose touch with reality.
And yet although we Australians love living in the present, we do allow, at times, the future to influence what we do today. There is no use sending kids to school, to university, and encouraging them to work hard if you don’t think that the future will be a better one if today we lay down a foundation that will help us get a better job in a few years time. Why even we know that kids would prefer to play their PS3 than to study the three R’s! Likewise we all put away money towards our superannuation, for we know that there will be a time when we can’t work and we still want a decent standard of living. Why if we lived just for the present we would go out and spend all that we had right now.
The future is important. And the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, goes on to tell us about our future. About where this life is going to. He says the resurrection of Jesus in the past, guarantees our resurrection in the future. We are not just stuck in the world of reincarnation, desperately hoping to climb up the slippery totem pole of life. We will not just die and rot away in a grave or be food for worms. 

We will be made alive. We will live again. Life will go on into eternity. Not just as some ghost, some soul drifting around in the ether of life. But there will be a body, a resurrected body, that will be as connected to our earthly bodies as a seed is connected to a plant. It will be a body that won’t ever age or get cancer or break its toes in a game of soccer. 

And we will live in a world where Jesus has dominion, where Jesus will be king. At present Kevin Rudd is Prime Minister and depending upon your political persuasion will determine whether you think he is great or hopeless. And as Prime Minister he has some power. But so do Bushfires, Cyclones, the World Economic conditions and terrorists. But so does that family member, that neighbour next door, the person across the suburb. They have the power to hurt you, to abuse you, to take away your joy, your health, your happiness.
But one day Jesus will take away all that sort of power from everyone and give all power and all dominion, to your loving heavenly Father – to one that created you and saved you. All injustice, abuse, war, poverty, evil and sin will go. And even all death will go.

Imagine living in a world without death, without pain, without tears, without sin. Imagine living in a world where the one who is just, fair, merciful, loving, gracious, caring is the one in charge. Imagine living forever in the presence of God, surrounded by your friends and relatives , as well as many complete strangers, people who love God and love each other. Well Paul tells us that sort of future has been purchased by what Jesus did in the past. 
Now is that pie in the sky when you die? Well it is, if Jesus didn’t die and on the third day was resurrected back to life. If it didn’t happen, then everything we have discussed about the future is rubbish. No its’ worse than that – its evil, because I am giving you a false hope. I am deceiving you. Robbing you of some fun that you can have right now in the present.

But if it true and if that is the last scene of the movie of life, then can I say something that will be incredibly sobering for those who live in this suburb. Without trusting in Jesus, his death and resurrection, you are going to miss out on this future and instead you will get the flip side. Nothing but pain, death, isolation, sickness, tears, loneliness. Separation from God and all that is good. Instead you will have for eternity what was created for Satan and I wouldn’t wish that on my worst enemy.
3. Persons of the present So as Christians, we are people of the past, as well being fellows with a future, but we are also persons of the present. For we stand in the middle of the past and the future and live a life that makes sense of both.
You see if this is God’s world, we have to live as if it is God’s world, not our world! And if God hates my disobedience it would be silly if I continued to ignore his instructions for my life. And if Jesus died for my sins, then it would be foolish for me to want to continue to live in sin! And if he rose again from the dead, then surely I would want to stick close to him so that he might also, in time resurrect my body from the dead.

And if he is bringing in a Kingdom where righteousness rule, where justice is important, where people are forgiven, where poverty is reversed, where all people are treated graciously, then shouldn’t I ready myself for such a kingdom by living that way right now?

Shouldn’t I treat people with justice and integrity, no matter who they are? Shouldn’t I forgive others their sins against me, rather than keeping my grudges? Shouldn’t I do my best to provide for those children who are currently dying of poverty, even if I can’t save them all, I can save some can’t I? And shouldn’t I treat people graciously, even if they are not gracious to me? And I shouldn’t I seek to know what God’s will for my life is so that I can spend my time not living for myself but for the one who gave himself for me? 

I can eat and drink and party for tomorrow I may die, but what have I gained by living like that? It doesn’t satisfy for more than moment. And it ignores my past, it is oblivious to the future and it still doesn’t give me the joy that I really want in my present! But in contrast we can be people of the past, fellows for the future and persons of the present. We can live, really live, life to the full now, as well as have eternal life in the future. We can be God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and really enjoy the experience. All because today we went back to the cross, went back to the resurrection of Jesus and decided that because it really happened, my life today has to reflect this reality in all I do and say.

But as we go back, way back in history. As we consider what Jesus did that first Easter, I want to leave with a word of warning. Don’t be a bystander to the most important weekend in the history of the world. Apparently, written in large letters, for all to see at the Holocaust Museum, in Washington DC is this saying, “Thou shalt not be a victim. Thou shalt not be a perpetrator. Above all, thou shalt not be a bystander.” 
The point being, to stand and watch when the key events of history are taking place is inexcusable. It doesn’t absolve us of responsibility, it in fact makes us even more culpable, because we could have done something and we ended up doing nothing.
Well here we are today standing at the cross of Christ, next to the empty tomb of Jesus and to be just a bystander will do us no good. We have to follow this Jesus. Trust in this Jesus. Live for this Jesus. And if we don’t. It is not the Christian that should be pitied more than all men, it is us. For God has sent his son to die and to be resurrected and we were too busy living for the present, that we missed out on everything that God has in store for his people. 

And that would mean that no matter what we achieved in this life, it was ultimately futile. We stood by when God offered us life, hope and love and instead we took food, sex and sport. We took what lasted for a moment and traded it for what will last for eternity.
Friends as Christians we are people with a past, we are also fellows with a future and that drives us to be also persons in the present.

