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When I was in my late teens, I did lots of caving. And I remember one particular weekend, my Rover unit had gone down to Bungonia Caves, near Goulbourn to do some exploring of caves. For at Bungonia there are caves everywhere, and not all of them had been mapped. So we were to go through some of our more favourite caves at first and as the weekend progressed, we would seek to find some new caves.

Well on the Saturday night, after an early dinner about half of us left the campsite to go into one of the biggest caves in the complex. The top part had been well explored but the lower reaches had not been completely mapped. So we went down and we had great fun going through the squeezes, doing a bit of abseiling and rock climbing until one of us realised that we weren't on the map. And what was worse she wasn't that sure when we had left the map!

We were deep inside a hole, in a place that people may never have been in before and we were trying to find a way out. As you can imagine the first few directions we went down went to dead ends. We tried to retrace our steps but only got more confused. We knew that no-one would come in and look for us for quite a few hours, they were all asleep. It was up to us to find a way out. We just didn't know where to start.

Well eventually one of the more experienced member came upon a cavern that he was sure he had been in before. And when he checked the map, sure there it was. We had found a new connecting passageway. We were safe. We could now follow the map all the way to the caves' entrance. Never did the moon and the stars look so inviting as we stepped out of the underworld, into the freedom of the world above.

When you are in a cave, even if you are exploring it, you need a map. And when you are in the world, living your life on the Tweed Coast, you too need a map, you need a guide. Because sometimes we feel lost, sometimes we head down the wrong path, at other times we think we know where we are going, but we just end up in a dead end. And that is why the Teacher, this king from way back, this wise man that many people believe to be Solomon, has been over the last few weeks being trying to find out what has meaning in life. What is going to ultimately make sense.

And if you have been with us over the last couple of sermons we have seen that everything under the sun is meaningless. Laughter is meaningless, careers are meaningless, money is meaningless, possessions are meaningless because none of them can defeat death. And even in our passage tonight, the Teacher goes on and says youth in meaningless, vigour and energy is meaningless, there is no end to making of books and learning. And he ends up where he started by saying "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Everything is meaningless!"
So why has the teacher gone on and on about the meaninglessness of life? Why has he spent almost 12 chapters saying the same thing? Why doesn't he just concentrate on the positives rather than always talking about the negatives?

Francis Schaeffer probably one of the keenest Christian minds of the 20th Century once wrote, "there is a time, and ours is such a time, when a negative message is needed before anything positive can begin... People often say to me, `What would you do if you met a really modern man on a train and you had just one hour to talk to him about the gospel?' I would spend 45 to 50 minutes on the negative to show him his real dilemma - to show that he is more dead than he thinks he is.. Then I would take 10 to 15 minutes to tell him the gospel... Unless he understands what is wrong, he will not be ready to listen to, and understand, the solution.”

So why has the Teacher spent so much time on the negative? Because people need to know the situation they are in. It is said of those who go to AA, that they cannot help themselves get out of the pit that they are in, until they acknowledge their need for help. And what is true of the Alcoholic is true of the non-Christian and at times the Christian - we need to acknowledge the meaninglessness of our greatest achievements before we will come to our Saviour for help.

And that’s what the Teacher has done.  He has told us that anything we do under the sun, anything we do with our own efforts, anything we do without God is meaningless. So having rammed that point home, time and time again, it is now time for the Preacher to be positive. And so in the last two chapters, the Teacher has a few things to say on how to live a life filled with meaning.

1. To Enjoy the Adventure And the first thing he says is go on, enjoy the adventure of life, enjoy the adventure of faith. So we have a whole series of encouragements to the person who wants to find meaning in life. See, for example 11:1 “Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will find it again.”
Life involves an element of trust and adventure, so cast your bread, trust your livelihood, your bread, your belongings upon the waters. Be willing to risk the things that you possess in life, for after many days, and if you are willing to wait patiently, you will find it again, and you will be rewarded.

Life is a risk. The choices you make each day are in some ways a gamble. But don’t let that crush you. Don’t let that make you scared. Because if, with the adventure of life, you see that God is with you and that he will guide you, then you know that things will ultimately, after many days, work out for the best.

Enjoy the adventure of faith. Verse 2 talks about being generous, because in the future you may need someone else's generosity. Verse 3 talks about the fact that we cannot control what will happen to us. We can't control the clouds even when they look to be full of rain. We can’t ensure a tree will fall to the north or to the south it just happens. We are not in control of what is going to happen. So let’s not pretend we are. 

The Teacher goes on and says that we will never understand the work of God, we will constantly be asking Why? Why did things work out this way? So we just need to go out there and do it. Look at verse 6, Sow your seed in the morning, but also make your contingency plan so at the evening let not your hands be idle, for you don’t know what will succeed whether this or that. Didn’t General Custer say something similar "Pray to God and keep your powder dry!"
So don’t shrink from life. Trust that God is in control and go out and do what God would say is best. If everything under the sun is meaningless, then let us be risk takers, let us be willing to give up some of our meaningless possessions in order to do something of real value for God. 

Is that something you need to hear? It’s probably something that I need to hear as an ex-chartered accountant and current Presbyterian minister - not the biggest risk takers in the world. But are we willing to take risks for God in the adventure of faith? To have a life of meaning we need to enjoy the adventure of faith, but we also need to remember our Creator now before it’s too late!

2. To remember the Creator Look at chapter 12, verse 1, "Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach" Enjoy the adventure of faith but don’t get so carried away that you forget your God. You see the Teacher doesn't say go off and do whatever you want. He says in chapter 11:9, "Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment." We can't just live without God - that is utter meaningless. But we can enjoy life if we remember the place that God has for us in his wider scheme of things.
This is the opposite of what most non-Christians think. They think that we Christians are boring old sods. But nothing should be further from the truth. We can now live the way that God made us to live. We are now able to live in caring, supportive environments. We now live knowing what is ultimately best for us. And anyone who has been to a Bible Study that this Church runs or been to a Kid's Club or youth group or church concert knows that we Christians can have great fun and often do.

But remember your Creator in the days of youth. Remember God now. Don't put it off. Don’t think it’s only for those people who are retired. Don’t think I'm going to go off and enjoy myself until I get to a certain age and then, then if life slows down a bit I'll remember God when I have nothing else to do. Remember God now. Today is the day of salvation. Don’t sit on the fence. Don’t put it off. Don’t’ leave it to the last moment.

You don’t know many times I have heard people say I wish I had got involved in the work of the Church years ago. If only I had known how fulfilling it was coming to Bible study, I would have got involved when I first joined our Church. Or the comment that I have heard the most is, No I’m not ready to become a Christian now, maybe later when I have done more things with my life, I will think about it sometime before the end. But there are two things wrong with that approach. The first is that it assumes that the Christian life is dull and boring and as I've said, it is anything but that.

But the second reason why that is silly is that it assumes the older you get the easier it is to turn to God. But do you know that 85% of people who become Christians do it before they reach the age of 25! 85%! You see the older you get the more settled in your ways you get and the more rigid you are in your thinking. The older you get the more you have to complain about and the less you are thankful to God for the life you have.

Just look at the start of chapter 12 for a great description of old age. It says “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in them"-- ( You see when you get old you don’t find pleasure in much at all - you often think about the good times in the past) 

Before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, 


(that is before you begin to lose your eyesight) 

and the clouds return after the rain; when the keepers of the house tremble,


 ( when your hands start to shake uncontrollably) 

and the strong men stoop, ( the back is going so you can't walk upright any more) 

when the grinders cease because they are few, ( you begin to run out of teeth) 

and those looking through the windows grow dim;  .... when men are afraid of heights and of dangers in the streets; (you know how old people become so scared of venturing outside, its so much 
safer at home) 

when the almond tree blossoms 
( when their hair goes grey) 

and the grasshopper drags himself along and desire no longer is stirred. 

Look I don’t care how old or how young you are the Teacher is saying, if you haven't got around to it yet - do it now! Before it’s too late! So if you are 13 or 30 or 50 or 75, wake up to yourself and remember your Creator. Don’t sit on the fence, throw yourself fully into the work of God. Just do it now, because it won’t get any easier in the future. Don’t wait till you have more time. Don’t wait for the kids to get older. Don’t get your finances just right. If we want life to have meaning we must remember our Creator NOW. We can't afford to forget him. 

3. To fear the Judge This, the Teacher says is the end of the matter. It is the summary of his 12 chapters. But more importantly it is the summary of the Teacher's searching. If we want meaning in life, if we want to do something that will last past the grave, then we must fear God & keep his commandments. For if we do anything else we will be judged.
So what does it mean to fear God? Isn't God a God of love, so why would we fear a God of love? Because he is also a God of judgement, and even our best thoughts, our best deeds, our best moments are tainted with sin. So we fear What God can do, but we marvel that he choose to do it to his son Jesus instead, so that his love and his mercy and his grace would instead rest upon us.

You see when we fear God we put God in his rightful place. Him as the boss of this world and we put ourselves in our rightful place as his servants. So I started thinking what do I really fear in life, what am I afraid of happening? I fear preaching error in a sermon, I would hate to lead one of you astray and away from God. So to stop that I spend plenty of time in preparation , I don’t just stand up here and shoot from the hip. 

I fear watching some gross scene, or something explicit, in front of the Church kids. So that means I will normally see a movie before I show it to anyone. I fear, letting my wife or family down, and that fear drives me to be a better husband and a better father.

You see when you fear something happening, you work hard, you’re more diligent, you seek more help so that you will not fail. We are then to fear God and keep his commandments to ensure we don’t take him for granted and to make sure we don’t let him down all of the time.

The Teacher has now reached his conclusion. Remember God. Enjoy life. Treat God as God. Fear him. That is how you get meaning in life. And do it now, while you are still young. 

There was once a man who was running to catch a ferry, he sprinted and sprinted but got there just as the attendant closed the gate and the ferry left the wharf. A bystander remarked you didn't run fast enough. But the disappointed man answered, "I ran fast enough, but I didn't start on time."

Are you going to start on time to do the things that God has in store for you to do. Many, many times I have heard people who have recently become Christians, or you have recently got involved in the work of the Church say, "If only I had realised what I know now, when I was younger. If only I had started on God's work a few years earlier. What things God could have done through me. How much more I could have done!”

Let's not put off God's work until we are older. Let’s do it now. Because it is in enjoying the adventure of faith, it is in remembering our Creator, it is in fearing our God that we do something that has real meaning. And we get the most out of life. So let us not delay. Let us start today. That is if you want to live life to the full. For to do that you must live according to your Maker’s instructions!


