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I want you to remember back to the time when you felt most alive! All of us at one time or another have felt that rush of adrenaline, that skip of the heart, that thrill of being alive. So can you think back and remember a time when you really felt alive?

Was it the elation of being in love? The heart rate that quickened each time that you saw her, you saw him. When they said yes, they would go out with you or “I do” on your wedding day. Or was it when you saw your child being born. You held your wife’s hand and you just were so incredibly proud of her. She had pushed and pushed and pushed and now there was this life, this precious life in your hands for the first time. 
It could have been when you graduated from university, when you really nailed it at work. When you bought your first car or when you went to see your favourite artist live in concert. When you scored that winning try, when you rode that pumping wave, when you stood up on the top of that mountain, when you saw the beauty of the Eifel tower. 

You know for each of us, we have experienced that natural high of loving life in many, many different spots. Life lifted you up. This was not just the ordinary but the extraordinary. You were taken into the realms of the spiritual. And you wished that this moment would last forever. Now we know that these sorts of moments don’t last forever but what they are, are signs, are pointers. What we are going through now isn’t as good as it gets. For when life is good, relationships are good, when people love us and we love them, that’s what life was meant to be like. And that is what we would all love to happen now and forever.

And so it is this sort of background that is behind the rich young ruler’s question to Jesus. Here is a man of privilege. A man who owns many of the good things in life. A man whom others would look up to, be jealous of, why if only I could live a life like him. This man, it would seem has lived a good life but Jesus “what must I do to really live & to live eternally”?
It’s a good question, a question we all would like to know the definitive answer to. And the rich young ruler has asked a good person, Jesus. Just think about it, if you were going to ask about computers, you would want to talk to Bill Gates. If you wanted to talk about power, we would ask Barak Obama. If we wanted to know about cricket we would ask Richie Benaud and if we want to know about life and eternal life, we should ask Jesus. 
He is the man who can raise up a dead man like Lazarus, who can heal a blind man like Bartimaeus. He is a man that can feed 5000 people with just a few loaves and fish, who can walk on water and who has come to teach us about how to have a relationship with God. So this young man asks Jesus “What must I do to receive eternal life?” And Jesus answer seems to centre firstly on the question of rules vs relationship.
1. Rules vs Relationship.  Because he points him to the commandments, the ten commandments. The rules that God gave to Israel when they had come out of Egypt, through the Red Sea and were now for the first time living as the people of God. And just in case the young man doesn’t remember those commandments he reminds him of them, “do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honour your father and mother.”
I like the story of the little boy who after Church came up to his father and said “Dad what does the commandment do not commit agriculture mean?” The Dad thought for a moment and then replied, “It means don’t plough another man’s field!”

Now Jesus has pointed this man to rules, the rules concerning our responsibility to others, the commandments 5 to 9, in fact. And I’m sure that brings a smile to his face. Don’t murder. Ah that’s easy. I have never killed anyone! Don’t commit adultery. Too easy, I have the most beautiful wife. Do not steal. I don’t need to do that, I am rich after all! Don’t bear false witness. I’m not someone who needs to lie. Honour your parents. I LOVE MUM & DAD. So he responds, “ALL these things I have KEPT since I was a boy”.
Now let’s make an assumption, here. Let’s assume that he is telling the truth. For if he is telling the truth, he’s is a good bloke. Upright, fair, honest, a good family man. Not perfect, he’s not claiming that. But a cut above the rest. Someone to look up to. A model citizen. But just as the ruler is feeling particularly good about himself, Jesus changes track, from rules to relationships. Alright then, that means you only lack one thing, “sell everything you have and give to the poor and you will have treasures in heaven. Then come follow me.”

Wow, that’s pretty tough, isn’t it! Sell everything you have! And give it to the poor and then follow me. It’s total commitment isn’t it? It’s putting all your eggs in the one basket. It’s going the whole hog. It reminds me of the story of a chicken and a pig who came upon a church who had a sign out the front, which read, "Help Us Feed the Poor." Immediately the chicken suggested they help feed the poor with bacon and eggs. The pig thought for a moment and said, "There is one thing wrong with feeding bacon and eggs to the poor. For you it only requires a contribution, but for me it requires total commitment."
Jesus is requiring of this man, total commitment. Commitment not just to rules, to living a good life, not just to religion, going to Church and worshipping God, but to a relationship. A relationship with Jesus. He has to follow Jesus. Go wherever he goes. Do whatever he does. And Jesus perceives that the thing that will stop this man doing this will be his money. And so he must get rid of it, or he will never be totally committed to a relationship with Jesus.

For some people like the rich young ruler, the thing that they put before God is their money. I love the things that money can give me more than I love God. For others it is sport and so they will go and play sport rather than spend time with God. For others it is family, or alcohol, or your appearance, your house, yourself.
Jesus doesn’t call all of us to sell all our belongings and give our money to the poor. He didn’t even say that to Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, two wealthy men that he meets during his ministry. But he does tell us to get rid of anything, anything that we put before our relationship with God. I wonder what that is for me? I wonder what that is for you? Life and eternal life is gained not through a religion or through rules but through a relationship, a relationship with Jesus, where you put him number 1.
2. Possible vs Impossible. Now at this the man became sad, incredibly sad. He couldn’t do that. He couldn’t walk away from his wealth. But Jesus has now got him where he wants him to be! For this man is no longer proud of what he has done, he is aware of his failure, to get to heaven on his own. And so Jesus goes on to explain things a little further.
“How hard it is for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of heaven”. He could have gone on and said “How hard it is for the sporting freak to enter the kingdom of heaven. How hard for the family man to enter the kingdom of heaven”, because it is hard to put Jesus as the number one thing in your life. In fact it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Now a camel was the largest creature indigenous to Israel and the eye of a needle was the smallest opening possible. So Jesus is saying there are two chances of getting into heaven – none and Buckley’s. He says it’s like landing a jumbo jet on the head of a pin. It’s impossible! 

Now some things are just plain impossible aren’t they? I was reading just a couple of weeks ago about the story of the man from Launceston, who was walking along the beach one day and found this strange looking bottle. He opened it up and in it was a genie who granted him one wish. The man thought about it for a while and then said, “Can you build a super bridge from Tasmania to the mainland. I’m always having to travel there and to drive rather than fly or catch the boat would be so much more handier for me”.

The genie thought for a while and said, do you how hard that would be? Just think of how deep the pylons would have to go, how rough is the Bass Straight, how much concrete I would need. You wouldn’t come up with an alternative wish for me, would you, please?
The man was disappointed of course, but understood the impossibility of the task he has set the genie. And in a few moments he had come up with another wish he desired for the genie to fulfil. “I would like to read my wife’s mind & understand her thoughts completely” he said. The genie thought for a moment. ”How many lanes do you want for your bridge?”
Jesus has asked this man to do something impossible, but nothing is impossible for God. For God specialises in the impossible. Didn‘t He open up the Red Sea for Moses? Help David defeat Goliath? Allow a virgin named Mary to have a child? As the Bible says a number of times in its pages, “Nothing is impossible for God.” (Luke 1:37)
3. Do vs Done. For what is impossible for us, God did for us. When it seems we can’t get rid of our riches, or put God first in our lives, God himself can make it happen. When we put rules & religion before a relationship with Him, God can change our heart & strengthen us to do the right thing. And the proof of that is what he goes on to do in Jesus’ life.
For in the very next incident recorded by Luke, Jesus pulls his disciples aside and tells them they are heading for Jerusalem and once they get there, he will be mocked, spit upon, flogged, crucified, but on the third day, he will rise again.
You see ultimately our relationship with God is not about what we DO for him. It is not about whether we have kept the ten commandments, whether we are good or bad followers of Jesus, whether we always put God over our money or relationships or ourselves. It is ultimately about what He has DONE for you! And the most amazing thing is that he would allow his one and only son to die for you. It’s astounding that he would pay the punishment for all our sins, our disobedience, our slackness by allowing Jesus to take our place on the cross. And then incredibly he raises this Jesus up on the third day and promises that all who trust in Jesus will also not die but have life, life to the full, eternal life. 
In all the world, there are only two ways people try to spell salvation. Some people spell salvation “D-O. DO” They believe salvation can be earned by doing things such as being baptized, attending church, praying, or being a good person. They believe you will go to heaven if you do enough good deeds. But the other way to spell salvation is “D-O-N-E. DONE” Remembering that Jesus has DONE everything to achieve your salvation, all you have to do is put out your hand & accept it. Turn from your old way of life and now follow Jesus.
And so every set of beliefs and every religion in the world fits into one of these two camps. All religions, Islam, Hinduism, Jehovah’s Witness, Mormons and all Self Help gurus say it is what you DO that counts, they just can’t agree on what things are on the list of things to do! But Christianity is the only faith in the world that is in the DONE category. That’s puts the emphasis well and truly on what God has done and how he graciously gives that salvation to us. So the response we make to what God has done for us is the difference between 

4. Losing vs Gaining. For Peter pipes up and says to Jesus, we have left all we had to follow you! And Jesus agrees with him. But says if you lose anything for me, even if you leave your home, your spouse, your kids, your family for the sake of the Kingdom of God then you won’t end up a loser, you will end up a winner. Because you will receive many, many times as much in the rest of your life, as well as eternal life, in the age to come.
Yes the price is high to be a follower of God. The commitment is absolute, but the rewards are even greater. Let me tell you that I for one know that to be true. When I left my job to go into the ministry, I left a job that would be paying me 4 or 5 times as much today as what I currently earn. I put my relationship with my parents in jeopardy because they thought I was a fool to leave my career and go into the ministry. I was sent 1000 kilometres from my home, my friends, my girlfriend at the time. I came to a Church with virtually no one my age and very few young people. The cost for me was high, very high. 
And yet looking back on it 15 years later, I see I have gained more than I have lost. I have a larger group of friends, as well as lots of people I now consider family. A wife and three children, but also lots more grandparents, brothers, sisters and whole stack of people I love like my own kids. I have struggled at times in my life to continue to put God first. But along the journey I am no loser, but a winner.

I remember when I was growing up, loving the Sting song, “If you love somebody set them free... If you want to keep something precious; You got to lock it up and throw away the key
If you want to hold onto your possession; Don't even think about me.” I think that is similar to what Jesus is saying. If you love something, someone, you have put it aside and make sure you don’t love it more than you love your Creator, your Saviour, your God. But if you do that, when you pick it up again, it will have grown and you will have grown also. Your life will be enlarged. Your soul will be satisfied. Your future will be filled with good things from God.

So let me end with a story. I want you to imagine that you are walking along with a bucket filled with water. Now suppose for a moment that the bucket of water represents your will for your life. All your dreams and ambitions everything that you hope will come true for you.

But then someone offers to give you all the precious oil that you can carry. And let’s suppose that the precious oil represents God’s will for your life. Now he said, "It just makes sense that you can’t take the oil & put it in the bucket filled with water because there isn’t any room left in that bucket. Besides that, oil & water don’t mix.""But," he said, "when you empty your bucket of the water, then there is room for the precious oil to be put in." 
That is exactly what Jesus said to the rich young ruler and when you think about it he might be saying the same thing to us today. "Your bucket is full of yourself. And I can’t get in there until you empty out the contents. Empty the contents. Then let me fill you. Let me come in. And you will receive LIFE and ETERNAL LIFE.”
You see the rich young ruler came to the right person, he asked the right question, he got the right answer but he left sad because it all seemed impossible. But let’s hope that you and I are not like him today. Let us not focus on the rules but on the relationship, not on the impossible, but on how God makes it possible, not on what we do but on what he has done and let us be willing to lose what we have, to gain what we ultimately want. Life now and eternal life in the future.
