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What do you want from Jesus?

If you had the chance to meet Jesus today and he would answer any one of your prayers, but only one, what would you ask him to do for you?

· Win the lottery or the Powerball for this coming weekend?

· Fix up North Queensland why they need His help more than anyone else.
· Heal me of my disease or if not me my Mum, my Dad, my close friend who is ill?

If he would answer just one of your prayers, what would you ask him for?
Now before you answer that question, I want you to remember something. What you ask for says something about who you are, as well as what you believe. If you ask for a lottery win, it is most likely that you value money more than anything else – so even if you gave 10% of that money away to the church it still says something about you and money. If you asked that North Queensland be fixed up that might show others that you are someone who cared, who was compassionate, especially to your fellow Australians. And if you asked Jesus to heal you of your disease it would say something about you valuing health. So what you ask Jesus to do, says something about who you are and what you believe.

1. Serve Us (verses 35-41) Now in Mark 10, James and John came up to Jesus and asked Him to do something for them. What were they going to ask him for? World peace? For Jesus to get rid of all suffering and death? For Jesus’ message to go to the ends of the earth? 
No it was none of these things. Jesus had just been talking to them about him being the Son of Man, the great figure in Daniel 7, the one who was to come to the Ancient of Days while God was still in heaven and God would grant him authority, glory and sovereign power over all people, nations and the men of every language. 
And hearing that good news got the brother’s juices going. That excited them. Jesus is now telling us that he is going to Jerusalem, the seat of power of the great Jewish kings. This must be when he will begin his reign here on earth. This must be the high point of Jesus ministry to his people. Wow we want to be a part of that! We want God’s kingdom to rule over everyone. We want a part in what Jesus is going to do. We want to show him our support and that we are behind him 100%. So Jesus when you go to Jerusalem, when you enter your glory, can we be there with you, one on the right and one on the left!

What does that say about James and John, who they are and what they believe? It says they do believe in Jesus, that he is the promised Messiah. That he is going to rule the nations. It says they are committed to Jesus and that they will follow him anywhere, everywhere. But it also shows us that they thought that the way that they could make a difference, a real contribution to this Kingdom was if they were given the power they needed to make a difference. So when given the chance to ask for something from Jesus, that’s what they asked for - power, authority, status. 

On March 30, 1981 President Reagan was shot as part of an assignation attempt on his life by a guy called John Hinckley. Now with the President not being able to continue his office, normally the power would transfer immediately to the vice President George Bush, but he was not contactable. Washington at the time was shocked and stunned, no one at the White House knew what was going on. 

That's when General Alexander Haig, who was already at the White House, stepped in & confidently asserted to the press -- "I'm in charge here!" He thought that what he was doing was providing crisis leadership, putting his hand up when no-one else was doing anything. But what the country saw was a man hungry for power. And from that day on he was never ever able to live those four words down, “I’m in charge here!”


Likewise for the brothers James and John it seemed to those around them like a grab for power. And the rest of the disciples didn’t like it one little bit. So what did they do? Verse 41 says they were indignant with James and John. How dare they act like this? How dare they seek to steal a march on the rest of us? Why should they have the plum positions, the two best seats in the house, so to speak? And so Jesus has to hose it all down and he does that by teaching the disciples that it is not about an attitude of serve us, it is about service. 
James and John had an attitude of serve us! Give us the rewards of power and authority. Let us get the positions of influence. Sure they might want to use that power for good not evil. They might be desiring that they will use this authority to influence the world not just their bank balances. But they haven’t got it right have they? They are blind to what Jesus is doing and saying. 
Jesus is going to die not reign. He is going to suffer not kick out the Romans. And so he points this out to James and John, can you drink the cup of suffering that I am going to drink? Will you want to be baptised into my death and join me in this unholy business? And rather naively they say, “Yes we can! 

Well yes, Jesus agrees, you will suffer and die because of your faith in me. You will endure a torrid time as disciples of mine but even though I am God the Son, I have limited my own power and authority to God the Father. I am not about to try and take power and authority to myself. Instead I will continue to serve not be served.

Friends so often we are bit like these first disciples. We think that the Church is about serving us. We think that our leaders are in it to feather their nest. We want to grab for ourselves power and authority and control. That’s maybe what the business world operates on. But Jesus says those who want to lead must suffer. Those who are great are not those who say serve us but those who are involved in service

2. Service (verses 42-45). “Instead whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
The aim is not to grab for power but to grab for the mop and the bucket. Those who are great are not the ones up front but the ones who are doing the job when no one else is looking. If you want to be first, go to the back of the queue. If you want to have real power and authority then you have to become the slave of all.
Michael Boyd was telling me last week about a minister mate of his who was leading a Church and a new person came along to check out the Church. Nothing strange about that, it happens quite regularly. But when he turned up for the second week in a row he went up to the minister and said “I’m really disappointed in you that you have failed to see my spiritual gifts.” Now the minister restrained himself and didn’t say “how could I possible know when you have only come twice!” Instead he said, “Oh what are your gifts?”

“I have the gift of preaching” he said. Fantastic, the minister replied we need good preachers. Now just to make sure that you have the right attitude, let me put you on the lawn mowing roster for the next six months to make sure you are truly a servant and then we will talk about the preaching. And you know what? He never saw that man again!

Jesus is saying something similar here. The boss at work may want to throw his weight around. The parent at home might want to raise their voice. The bully at university might try and shape up for a fight but friends that is not how we do things in God’s kingdom is it? Instead we try and outdo each other in service. We show our authority and power by using our position to care for others. We put aside our own comforts and securities so that we can reach out to others. 
For we want to be like Jesus. And he didn’t come to lord it over us, even though he is our Lord. He didn’t come to be waited upon, he took up the basin and the towel and washed the disciples feet. And if he is going down that path and we are to be his followers then that is the way we should be acting as well. Mother Theresa once put it this way, “Where there is God there is love and where there is love, there is always an openness to serve.”
Now when we live this way, Jesus actually unlocks the power of God from within my life. It is no longer ME at work, but CHRIST in me, that’s what Paul says in Galatians 2:20. Leadership then means that we have to be willing to pay the price of being baptised and drink the cup of suffering but that should weed out those who are only in it for themselves. It may be a crazy, mixed-up, inside-out, upside-down way to look at it--but in the kingdom of God, the GREATEST is the LEAST; FIRST is the LAST!

 
Now when you think about it that should eliminate a lot of the fights within the Church shouldn’t it? No one now would want to be first, they are happy with being last! No one seeks to control, instead they are happy to serve! When we come to Church tonight we are not coming with an attitude of what others will give me – good music, inspirational message, friendship and a nice piece of cake. It is instead about what I can give to others!

The Christian author, Kevin Harney, in his book Seismic Shifts takes this one step further.  He writes, “Picture a church in which everyone wants to be served. Each person believes the church exists to meet their needs, to make them happy, and to cater to their whims and tastes. Imagine a congregation in which everyone has a “take care of me” attitude and is quick to complain whenever things are not just the way they feel they should be. Sadly, some people don’t have to use their imagination to picture such a church.”

“This kind of church will never have a positive impact on the world. It will grow small, inward, and unhealthy. This kind of church does not honour Jesus and bring glory to God. This is not a church ruled by a servant spirit. “

“Now imagine a church in which every single person has a passion to serve others. Think about what God could do through a group of people who are committed to sacrificial ministry to each other. These people know that the Holy Spirit has given each of them unique abilities (spiritual gifts) that are to be used for building up people and bringing glory to God. So they are purposeful about discovering their gifts and developing and using them. 
What could God do through such a church?”

“We are either on the stretcher or helping carry it. There are times we need to be served. But most of the time, we are called to serve others. The bottom line is that God wants each of us to help carry people through their times of need. The church was never meant to be a bunch of people watching as a few exhausted workers strain to carry the burdens of a whole congregation… A church filled with people who serve, will change the world.”
A church filled with people who serve will change the world because they will follow a man who has changed the world. And so after we have seen the disciples who want Jesus to serve us and we have heard Jesus talk about service, we finally see Jesus act like a servant.

3. Servant (verses 46-52) For he and his disciples are on the way to Jerusalem. He is thinking about God’s will, God’s plan for his life. He knows that he will soon be condemned, mocked, spit upon, flogged and killed. The crowds are excited but Jesus is thinking how can I serve others? So when he passes a blind man, a poor man, a man who was a nobody in most people’s eyes, he hears this man’s cries. Everyone else was telling him to be quiet but Jesus was perfectly in tune with those around him, he heard this cry of need, this cry for mercy.
I read a story a while back about an American Indian visiting a big city and while walking down the footpath and while surrounded by people, he stopped when he heard the call of a cricket and went over and found this small and insignificant creature. The person whom he was with it was amazed. How did you hear that? There are noises & people everywhere. No one else had heard it? The American Indian explained that you hear what you value. And to prove his point, he got out a dollar coin out of his wallet and dropped it and immediately, several people stopped as their ears were tuned in for money.
Jesus’ ears were perfectly tuned in for Bartimaeus’ cry for mercy. Here was someone who was reaching out to him. Here was someone who had faith in his voice. And Jesus can’t walk by someone like that. He is not just thinking about himself. He is not there to be served but to serve. And so he sends for the man and asks him “What do you want me to do for you?”

Did you notice that? That is the very same question that he says to James and John. And these two men, two of his closest disciples they ask for power, authority, status and here is a man who has only just met Jesus, who hasn’t followed him like the others for three years what is he going to ask for? Money? Power? Healing?

“Rabbi, I want to see.” Now the funny thing about this request is that the blind man can see Jesus better than anyone else! He sees Jesus the way WE need to see Jesus! He sees Him as the compassionate Son of David. As the anointed king of Israel! As a Messiah who responds to the needs of His people. As a man who can heal and as a man who has mercy.  The rich young ruler couldn’t see that. The disciples, especially James and John hadn’t seen that. Even the crowds who told him to be quiet hadn’t seen that.  But Bartimaeus sees that. And so he asks Jesus to give him both natural sight and spiritual sight. So when Jesus does give him what he wants, his first reaction is to get up and follow him down the road. 
It was Helen Keller who said, “Better to be blind and to see with your heart, than to have two good eyes and see nothing.” Now Bartimaeus can see with both his heart and his eyes. Here just before Jesus enters Jerusalem then is an acted parable. If you want to see, really see, you need to ask Jesus for mercy. Yes natural blindness is bad, it would be terrible to be trapped in a life of darkness. But to be spiritually blind is so much worse. To walk through this life blind to the things of God, not understanding of things that carry eternal importance,  living only for today, with no thought of eternity, is a far worse blindness. We all need Jesus help to be able to see.

He is the one that we are to follow. And so to follow him is not about getting others to serve us, it is about being service. You and I are servants, placed on earth, placed here in Terranora so that other might see the servant King in us. So that people might experience God’s mercy, be pointed to God’s grace and might always follow God’s son, Jesus.
D.L. Moody, the famed evangelist, told this story at one of his meetings: One evening just before Christmas, a man was walking through the streets of an Eastern city. The store windows were all beautifully decorated, and he observed three little girls intensely interested in one of them. He discovered that the girl in the centre was blind, and the others were trying to describe the beautiful things in the window. “Why,” they said, “can’t you see that Teddy bear and that doll? Just look at that pretty pink bow!” 

But the poor little girl stood with a blank expression on her face and could not appreciate the beautiful things before her. “Now,” said Moody, “this is an illustration of the effort we Christians are making to arouse the unconverted to an interest and delight in spiritual things. The reason we can’t do so is because the sinner is spiritually blind.” 
Moody had scarcely concluded when a reporter was on the platform asking him where he had heard that story. “Oh,” said Moody, “I read it in one of those daily papers. I have forgotten which one.” Then the reporter said, “I’m the one who wrote the story because I was there and saw the whole thing. I see now that I’m just like that little girl, spiritually blind.” That man was converted then and there.
Friends are you spiritually blind? Do you still think that the Christian life is about your wants, your needs, your feelings? Come to Jesus. Open yourself up to his mercy. Then follow him down the path of suffering and service!
