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Introduction

“Don’t be childish”. “Stop acting like a little kid.” “When are you going to learn to grow up?”
We live in a society that loves to rush through the early years. Kids are in a hurry to stay up later, go to parties, sleepovers, drive a car, drink at the pub. Girls and guys are developing earlier due to their change in diet. And we as adults want to prove to everyone that we are in control, that we are coping, that we are self sufficient. We want to seen as adult, mature, wise and always in control. 

And yet Jesus says something different. He says those who want to enter the Kingdom of God must be childlike. Not childish, that’s something completely different, but childlike. In some way you and I have to act like a child as we approach our heavenly Father.
1. The Principle

And that’s the principle that Jesus wants to teach his disciples in the tenth chapter of Mark’s gospel. Jesus has attracted many fans but not many followers. He has plenty of admirers but not many disciples. And so in the next couple of incidents in Jesus life, Mark wants to show us that it is not our riches, our religion, even our really good actions that are the key to the kingdom of heaven. It is instead about being like a little child.

So in verse 13 we see that people were coming to Jesus from everywhere in order to get him to bless their children. They saw his power, they understood that he had come from God and so they hoped that by laying his hands on their children that blessing would come their way. But instead the disciples wanted to protect their master. Crowds were every where, demands were high, Jesus was being pushed and prodded in every direction. And now look at all the kids that were around him. So they pushed the children aside. At least he doesn’t have to deal with the kids – they are the least important people in our society.

No, says Jesus, bring them to me. They may be the least important in your society but they are incredibly important in my kingdom. Because God cares for the children more than you and I can possibly imagine. In fact unless we receive the kingdom like a child, we will never find our place in heaven.

Now before I talk about what Jesus is saying here, let’s be very clear about what he is not saying here. He is not saying that all children will go to heaven. Not all those before the age of say 12 will find their way into God’s kingdom, no where does the Bible say that. They may be cute and innocent and dependent upon their parents but not all children will be saved, just as not all adults will be saved.

Instead Jesus is saying that we adults should learn from our children for unless we have their attitude, we can never, ever be a follower of Jesus. So what attitude is Jesus talking about? How do we receive the kingdom of God like a child?

In his commentary William Barclay lists four ways in which we can seek to be childlike. We can be humble, we can be honest, we can have short memories and we can learn from them how to trust. Personally I think that although the first three qualities are also qualities that God wants each one of us to have, I think it is the finally quality of trust, total trust that Jesus is talking about here.

Trust. When kids are young they have this view of the world that you can trust people. So they will talk to perfect strangers in a doctor’s waiting room. Or trust someone will do what they say. I thought a perfect example of this was on the camp a couple of weeks ago when Joshua and Daniel were repeatedly going up to Ben to throw them into the water. They trusted Ben, they knew he would do them no harm. 

So having children around can help us to understand that we are God’s children and that we need to trust, totally trust our heavenly father. As adults we learn about our world and about others and so at times we struggle to trust people. They have let us down in the past. Often the only person we can truly trust is ourselves. But if we don’t have complete and utter trust in God we can never get into his kingdom. If we think that it is about trusting ourselves, we will find the doors to heaven are completely shut. Our salvation then is not something we can earn or deserve or make, it is something that is given to us. We must trust God totally, that is the only way to be saved.

Now why don’t we think about that for a moment? Do you trust God, do you totally trust Him? If you read something in his word would you do it? You might not like it, it might cost you something but would you go where he wants you to go, say what he wants you to say, do what he wants you to do? 

Well that’s still a bit airy fairy, so think about last week’s sermon for a moment. We talked about marriage and divorce. Have you done something in the last week to strengthen your marriage, have you thought about building relationships with those who are doing it tough? Or have we forgotten about it? Put it into the too hard basket?

2. The Problem (verse 17-27)

Because that is the problem, it is hard, really hard to totally trust God. And in case you are not convinced about that, Mark provides us with a case study for us to ponder. Because a guy called the rich, young ruler comes up to Jesus and says, “What must I do to receive eternal life?”

Now that’s a good question to ask isn’t it? He isn’t just interested in making money, being happy, finding where to buy the latest electronic equipment. He wants to think about his eternity and he recognises that Jesus is a good person to ask, that Jesus is a good teacher. And he asks this question as a matter of urgency, he runs up to Jesus. He wants to know now! He doesn’t want to put things off. He does it humbly by falling on his knees. If ever there was a good candidate for eternal life, this man seems to be the one.

Except Jesus seems a bit testy doesn’t he? “Why do you call me good ... no one is good but God.” He reframes the question: You think you have come to a “good teacher” who can impart to you some secret, some pearl, some key to eternal life. Only one can do that, God!
And so he points out to the rich young ruler what God has said about how to live the Christian life, what we would call the ten commandments – don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t give false testimony, don’t defraud, honour your father and mother. But this guy is good, real good. I’ve done that every since I was a boy. I’ve been religious. I have treated people well. I have followed God’s word. But I still think there is something lacking, I still don’t have assurance. Jesus is there anything more for me to do?

Now before we look at Jesus answer, what would you say? Here is someone who has come to Christ, praised Christ, humbled himself before Christ and even is loved by Christ, because verse 21 says that Jesus looked at him and loved him. Surely that’s enough Jesus. Surely I can’t do anything more than that?

But Jesus puts his finger on the problem. Yes he is a good person, a religious person, a committed person but he lacks one thing. Total trust. Childlike faith. At the moment he is trusting in himself, his religion, his actions, his goodness. What he needs to do is trust totally in Jesus. So if he gets rid of his riches and follows Jesus completely then he will get what he wants - eternal life, riches in heaven, salvation from God.

Did you know that American missionaries went to Japan after WWII and they found that multitudes were coming forward to be save. Yes I believe in Jesus. Yes I will give my life to Christ. But over time it seemed these decisions were superficial. The missionaries dug a bit deeper and found out that in the Japanese culture you are taught that when you are conquered, you have a moral obligation to accept the God of the ones who conquered you. So yes they were adding their worship of Jesus to their worship of Buddha and Confucius. So the missionaries changed their invitation to: deny Buddha/Confucius, and accept Christ as the only true God. What happened from then on was that only a few became believers!
You see for this man, the rich young ruler, his wealth, his great wealth was a barrier to total trust. He valued eternal life but not over life itself. He sought God’s salvation but he didn’t want it more than anything else. His problem was not that he had money, but that money had him. So to get rid of his riches was incredibly hard. Jesus was requiring of him total trust. Childlike faith. To have nothing in his way, nothing to stop him from going where Jesus wanted his go, doing what Jesus wanted him to do. And that was too hard for this man and so his face falls and he goes away sad because he had great wealth.
For this man, his money was the thing between him and God. For others of us it might be our family, our career, our pride, our homes. Everyone has something they must give up or be willing to give up in order to follow Jesus. 
I was reading this week about the American basketball player David Robinson. He helps feeds the homeless through his Feed My Sheep program. He also helps needy families get nappies and baby food through a charity called The Ruth Project, and recently established a $5 million foundation “whose mission is to support programmes which address the physical and spiritual needs of the family” 
Interviewed about these things he said, "These aren’t sacrifices for me. If I’m clutching on to my money with both hands, how can I be free to hug my wife and kids?" He’s onto something there isn’t he?  Sometimes we are holding onto something so tightly, that it gets in the way of our family and often it will also get into the way of our relationship with God as well. For the rich young ruler the thing that he was holding onto was his wealth. And he wasn’t willing to give that up even for eternal life.

Now the disciples are flabbergasted, if this man won’t get eternal life, who can? Jesus answers, salvation for man is impossible, but with God anything is possible. With man earning your way to heaven is like getting a camel through the eye of a needle, it’s like landing a 747 on the head of a pin. But if you are willing to stop trying to get to heaven and just trusting in God; if you are willing to have childlike faith and open your hands out to what God is offering you, then you will find that all things are possible with God. 

3. The Promise

Now that leads on to the promise. “I tell you the truth”, Jesus says, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in the present age.” What Jesus is saying is that if you leave something behind to follow Jesus you will not go without. You will not lose a thing in the long run because God is no man’s debtor, God is no meanie, God will make sure there is more and better things in store in this life and on top of that in the life to come there will be an eternity in heaven. 

I’ve mentioned before how difficult it was for me to go into the ministry. My parents were not very happy with me and for a couple of years the situation was very sticky indeed. But since I have been the minister of this Church I think I have gained extra parents, extra siblings, extra kids. In the end I didn’t lose my biological family to which I am extremely grateful to God but I gained a wonderful Church family. 
Someone once put it this way to me. I have a shovel where I give up things for God. But God has a far bigger shovel and so the more things I give up, the more I get. Being part of God’s family is an incredible blessing to me and to you. I’ve seen people clean others homes, give extra meals, mind others kids. The Christian community is one way that God gives us so, so much. And yet I wonder if you noticed that I conveniently left out one word in verse 30.

Yes God gives us extra homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields, along with them persecutions. Being a Christian is not all milk and honey. It is not just a life of blessings because we are following Jesus. We are getting rid of anything that is in the way of a life of childlike faith. We are going where he leads us. 

4. The Passion (verses 32-4) And he is going to his passion, look with me at verses 32-34. Jesus is walking ahead of them and they are following him and he says, we are going to Jerusalem and there I will be betrayed, condemned, handed over, mocked, spat on, flogged and killed but three days later I will be resurrected. 
The rich young ruler has been told to follow Jesus. The disciples have left everything and followed Jesus and where is Jesus going? To the cross. He will die for the sins for the world. He will suffered death so that we might escape death. He will be treated as my sins deserved so I can be treated how his righteousness deserves. 

It may be impossible for me to be good enough to be saved but that is where God steps in. Jesus takes my place on the cross. Jesus is persecuted for my salvation. God does everything possible to secure my salvation and yours and all he expects us to do is to trust him. Totally trust him for our salvation. Open up our hand and received the gift of grace that Jesus is offering us today. Don’t trust in religion or works but trust totally in Jesus.

And friends this is what we are all about as a Church. Many of us know that we are saved by grace through faith but the vast majority of Australians think that we are saved by works. There are plenty of rich young rulers out there who think they are living a good life and they need to be shown what childlike faith is all about. There are plenty of people in our community who are looking at us thinking that we have it all together and yet we need to show them how childlike we really are. And there are plenty of people who are sick and tired of empty religion, sick and tired of conflicts within the Church and who have said to themselves, I don’t need those sorts of people, I can do it all on my own! And they need to see that they too need Jesus. They too need the gospel of grace. They too need to understand that unless they receive the Kingdom of God like a child they will miss out. 

And that is why over the next week or so we will work long and hard at reaching out to kids in the school assemblies, the elderly in nursing homes, the men and women in the outreach activities and the families at the Aurora Carols Celebration. Sure it is easier to say nothing and maybe avoid that subtle persecution. But what we have will affect people’s eternity. And just as Jesus loved this rich young ruler, he also loves our neighbours, family & friends. We need to make sure that they know that and that they also know what they must do to receive eternal life. They must have childlike faith.

 I believe it was Mother Theresa who once said ‘you will never know Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you have’. So is Jesus all that you have? Will you make sure you get rid of anything that is in the way of following Jesus. 
I don’t know about you, but I cannot read this passage without a touch of sorrow in my heart. There is a loneliness, a heartache, a chill in vs. 22 - "he went away". It was not that Jesus pushed him away, refused him or disqualified him. This young man on the contrary
held his destiny in his own hand. Having the power to say yes or no, he turned his back on Christ and refused to follow him. Are you like that young man or are you willing to totally trust our God. Are you willing to follow Jesus no matter what it will cost you? And will others around us find out the truth that it is not what I do that helps me get eternal life but what Jesus has already done that secures it!

