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This was a talk for a youth service and so is a bit different to my normal format!
Talk 1

The parable of the Point Perfect

· Tell the parable

· Questions and discussions

Questions to Ben Young...
Prayer
Talk 2

You don’t know it all. You don’t know everything about God, the Bible and Jesus. You might think to yourself I have been coming to midweekchurch for four years, I’ve gone to midkids, Sunday School and py, and it’s all getting a bit too basic for me. Can I say to you again, you don’t know it all! How do I know that? Because I don’t know it all! I have been a Christian for 30 years, I’ve been a minister for 17 years, I have a certificate in Bible knowlege, a diploma in ministry, a honours degree in Theology and I’m still learning everyday about God.

So do what I do, keep on learning. You may have Bible stories that you know. You might be able to answers some Bible trivia questions, and that’s great but now you have to live it. You can’t just talk the talk you have walk the walk!

So now I want to talk to you all about something really hard and I’m doing this on purpose. To make you think. To challenge you.

For I want to talk to you about your responsibility to change and be more like Jesus. What do you do and what does God do through you? For if God is in complete control of the world, then you don’t need to do anything do you, you can sit back, put your feet up, watch the television and he will do everything for you. After all he is God isn’t he!

But others think that God actually doesn’t force us to do something we don’t want to do, so then if we are going to become more like Jesus – then if we are going to stop swearing, stop fighting with our brothers and sisters, start forgiving and loving people even that are hard to love. Then we are going to have to work hard at it, try hard, think about it all the time.
So will God just change you (that’s called God’s Sovereignty) or do you have to do it all yourself (that’s called man’s responsibility) or is it a bit of both. Let’s think about this together shall we. And I won’t to give you three ways it might work!
1. A child (Luke F, William M or Toby Y or a box). You’re here but God wants you to get there. You are immature, selfish but God wants to be like Jesus. How can he get you there? Well the simple thing is he could carry you, couldn’t he? There you go, you have no say in it. You could let him take you or you could start crying, it doesn’t matter God is bigger and stronger than you. He will get you there whether you like it or not. That is an example of God’s Sovereignty. God does everything – he is PRO ACTIVE. But you are unchanged. You’re the same person at the end than you were at the beginning.
2. A youth (Tiah or Tara or Talia). Then there is a second way of looking at things. God tells someone to go to Jesus, to live like Jesus does.
 (Steve points in a certain direction)

And they say thanks but do their own thing. 

(Wave hand and go in another direction)

God stops them, shows them where to go and again they do their own thing. (Same thing) Sometimes they feel like doing what God wants them to do and they get closer. 







(Walk in the right sort of direction)

 But God has no real power over the person. God helps those who help themselves.  
But over time they get closer and closer to Jesus. 
(End up being 10 metres away)

That is called man’s responsibility. God is then is only REACTIVE. 
You grow but you really don’t get to where God wants you to be.
3. A man. But the Bible actually talks about both – somehow God is in control, complete control and yet man is still responsible for their actions. God and man are INTERACTIVE. 
Take Troy for example.

At times God leads you by the hand, he is there when times are tough. 

(Lead him)

At other times he takes his hands off you and you make mistakes and he fixes them up. 








(Troy walks away/I fix things up)

But what he also does is gives you his Holy Spirit which is a bit like a GPS system inside of you. It shows you the way to go. 



(hand him his mobile phone)

It points you back to the life that the Bible wants you to live. 
And over time that Spirit changes you, takes over the running of your life 









(put it in your top pocket). 

It helps you to become more like Jesus.

So yes you have a role, a responsibility but you can’t do this without God. Yes God could force you and take you to be where he wants you to be but he wants you to love Him not just obey Him. This way both you and he have a role. God is in control, complete control of everything that happens. There is not one time in life that your decisions take you outside of his control. But you grow in the process. You learn by your mistakes and by your successes. And by the end of your life, you have become more and more like Jesus. Because God’s Holy spirit inside of you has been changing you bit by bit.
So guys, everyday you need to pray for God help. He is in control of your day and everything happens for a reason. So ask him to look after you. Ask him to change you. Ask him to give you more and more of His Holy Spirit. You can’t do this without him and so if you don’t reach out for him each day, you are being disobedient. 

But you have to want to do it as well. And as you grow in your love of God, as you trust him more and more. As you learn more about what Jesus has done for you on the cross, how he gave his life for your life, how he went to hell so that you might go to heaven. Then this INTERACTION starts to take place. So the more you learn about God, the more you will want to follow god. But if you think you know it all, you will turn away from him and want to do things yourself!
One person put it this way WORK as if it all depends upon YOU but PRAY as if it all depends upon GOD. God is in complete control but the way he does things will enable you to grow in your faith and become more like Jesus.
