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Romans 8:28-39
Who are you?

midweekchurch

Who are you? It is one of the big questions in our life? Why has God made me the way I am? What does he want me to do with my life? These are the questions that are important as you become a teenager. And even when we get a bit older than that, these remain vital questions, because we only have one shot at life, so we have to make the most of it. It would be a terrible thing to waste our life, wouldn’t it?

When I was a teenager, I didn’t think much about these questions.  I wasn’t in church so I didn’t think about the bigger issues in life. I was just busy playing sport, studying at school, doing family things that I didn’t ever stop and think about life itself. I was too busy living. I wanted to be a park ranger for a while because I loved bushwalking, then I wanted to be a pilot, something about the freedom of being up in the clouds and the responsibility of doing something important. In the end I became an accountant. When I was in early high school, it wouldn’t have even crossed my mind to be a minister, let alone a Presbyterian minister. I had never even been into a Presbyterian Church.

But tonight I want us to think about who you are. What are you like and what do you like to do? So please grab the handout that I placed within our Bulletins and I want you to write down four or five words/sentences about who you are. Let me give you an example or two.
· Caitlyn is great at dance

· Aunty Kaylene has a beautiful heart and great love for others

· Talia is loyal and dependable

· Harrison is very intelligent

So let me give you a couple of minutes for you to do that.

Now who is willing to tell me what they said about themselves?

Can you all please add one more thing to your list. You are a child of God. God made you. God made you unique. The book of Psalms says that he put your together in a certain way. That God has a plan for your life. That God knows how long you will live and when and where you will die. And one of the most amazing things that the Bible also tells us is that we are made in the image of God. Now that doesn’t mean you look like God, even though Aunty Kaylene does have a heavenly appearance. It means there are some things about who we are that reflect God. Just as you look in the mirror and see your own reflection, so in some ways when people look at us they should see God’s reflection in you. They should see your kindness, love and forgiveness and learn something about your creator God.
Which just means that the more you learn about God, the more you will learn about yourself. And if you don’t learn about God, you will always be missing something about yourself. The famous Christian Augustine once said, that we have been made with a God shaped hole in our heart. Until you and I find God, there will always be a gap that won’t be filled by sport or dance or art or friends or family. 
So I am going to ask 

??? to come forward and read from Romans 8:28-39 and as you hear these words I want you to underline what it teaches about God and circle what it teaches about yourself.

So tell me and we might take it in turns for the kids and adults to answer. What do you learn about God from this passage? Who is God?
· God works for good in all things (verse 28)

· God calls us and gives us a purpose (verse 28)

· God foreknows what people will do (verse 29)

· God predestines or chooses people to be his children (verse 29)

· God justifies people, he changes people and makes them righteous (verse 30)

· God glorifies people in heaven (verse 30)

· God gave us His son (verse 32)

· God graciously gives us good things (verse 32)

· God’s son Jesus pleads for us (verse 34)
· Nothing can separate us from God (verse 35)

· God loves us. (verse 39)

Now this is God’s world. God has made everything we see. But he hasn’t just made the world and placed a battery in it and let it slowly wind down. He is active. He works through all things. He chooses and changes people to be his children. He sends his Son Jesus to die for them. He shows his love for us and stays with us. So here we learn that God is active, involved, choosing, changing and being with his people no matter what happens to them.
So that is what God is like. But let us go back to our passage to think a little about ourselves. What does this same passage teach us about you and me? Again let us take it in turns between the adults and the kids.
· We are called by God to follow his purpose (verse 28)

· We are chosen by God to be like Jesus (verse 29)

· We are justified, made righteous (verse 30)

· We will be glorified (verse 30)

· God is for us (verse 31)

· God gave up his son Jesus for us (verse 32)

· Nothing can separate us from God or His love (verse 35, 37)

· We can conquer trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger or the sword through Jesus (verse 35-7).

Isn’t that an amazing list of things that we learn about ourselves? Called by God for a purpose in life. Chosen by God to bit by bit change and become like Jesus. But he will help justify us, he is the one who will ultimately change us. He will be with us through sickness and health, through good times and bad times, doing his important work in us. And we know that because he sent Jesus for us! So if God was so much for us, if he loved us that much, nothing will be able to stop God’s plan for your life coming about.
Isn‘t that amazing? Doesn’t that give you a reason to get up everything morning. The all powerful, all mighty Creator of the world wants to do something in your life.  Wants to work through your ups and downs. Wants the whole world to see Jesus in you. 

Now that means that you might be good at dancing or not good at dancing, good at sport or not good at sport, smart or not so smart, pretty or not so pretty, it doesn’t really matter. God made you exactly as you are. But God wants to do something through you and in you that is unique to you. That’s how special you are. That’s how amazing your life is meant to be. 

So God has placed you at school and at work and at home for a reason. Only you can do his purposes for your life. You can’t leave it up to others, he has work for you to do. He wants the people around you to see Jesus in you. He wants our words and actions to show everything else how great God is. 

So I want you to spend the next minute or so writing down five things about yourself. Now I reckon that your bottom list should be different to your top list. Because now that you have seen what God is like, it will change the way you see yourself as well.

Let’s pray. 

