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A few years ago I found myself with the privilege of doing the eulogy for one of our Tweed members Jim Wilson. Jim was a part of our Church for about 10 years, but he was a very private person which means that even I didn’t know much about his life story.

Jim was a builder by trade, someone who over the course of years worked in NZ, Australia, Papua New Guinea and England. But in the late 80’s and early 90’s much of Jim’s world came crashing down around him. His marriage fell apart and the kids for whatever reason took Mum’s side. He married again, went to work on a sugar plantation overseas and saw his kids just once or twice in the next 5 years. But after a while he realised that in this second marriage, he had married an alcoholic. 

They returned to Australia - Jim struggled to find work, his home situation was far from pleasant, life was at a very low ebb. Then he started coming along to our Church. He began talking about spiritual matters with my predecessor Doug Malcolm. There he learnt about Jesus and soon he had given his life to Him.

Jim had been saved. Now that didn’t mean that everything became sweetness and light but he now had a reason to live and that was to serve others in a gracious way - the same way that Jesus had graciously loved him and given his life to him. So when Jim died he left the Bible readings for his funeral in his Gideon’s Bible. And one of those readings was Acts 20:35 “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

Jim’s is a great story. But the history of Christianity is full of great conversion stories. Augustine’s Mum praying for her son for over half her life. John Newton, the slave trader on his ship in the midst of a storm saying “Lord if you save me, I will give my life to you.” Dr Graham Miller, the Presbyterian minister and missionary to Vanuatu, kneeling in his study with his father as a young boy being asked to read Isaiah 53:6 but with his name placed within the verse. So he said to his Dad “Graham Miller like a sheep, has gone astray. Graham Miller has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid upon him (that is Jesus) the iniquity of Graham Miller.”

Salvation. 

The fixing up of our relationship with God, the forgiveness of our sins, the gift of eternal life - it’s the bread and butter of the Church. It’s what we are all on about. It’s at the heart, it’s the foundation of everything we do here. So unless we get this one thing right, everything else we do and say will be useless. Unless we are sure on our salvation, unless we are able to tell another about God’s wonderful gift of salvation we may just be play acting in our religion….

You know it greaves me when I meet people outside of the Church who don’t have a clue about how they are saved who proudly tell me they were Sunday School teachers for many years. So this evening as we turn to Titus 3, I want us to spend the next quarter of an hour or so, thinking about the ins and outs of salvation. This is our spiritual check up before we start all our programmes and activities for the new year.

For as Paul is propped up in his prison cell, as he looks around at the Churches he has planted, at the turning away of many of his formerly faithful leaders, he turns to his younger colleague, Titus and he says in verse 5 that “He, that is God, saved us.” He saved us. That’s our starting point today. Not that Jim was saved, but that God saved Jim. Not that we earned our eternal life, or that we prayed the prayer, but that God in his wonderful mercy, saved us. He saved us.

a) The need for salvation. Why did he need to save us? V 3 explains it for us “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.”
Now that doesn’t sound very nice, does it? But Paul is not talking about Adolf Hitler or Osama Bin Laden, here. He’s talking about you and me. Without a personal relationship with Jesus we are foolish, because we are preoccupied with family or job or money or home and we are ignoring our Creator. We are disobedient because we are turning our back on our Maker and going our own way. We are deceived because Satan has blinded us to the truth of God’s existence. We are enslaved by all sorts of passions and pleasures, for most people in our world live for themselves.

Which means our lives can be full of malice and envy, we don’t know how to forgive, so we end up holding grudges and hating. And that in turn fuels others hatred of us. 

Jesus in fact sums it up with one word, darkness, darkness in our hearts. If Gods ways are what brings light to life, then those who ignore God are lost in their darkness. Thus if God hasn’t saved us, then that’s how God looks at you and me. 

Before I became a Christian in my late teenage years, I was a hardworking, conscious, good living bloke. But I was still foolish and disobedient, deceived and enslaved. Which means that we all have a need, a need for salvation. All have sinned, Paul says in the book of Romans and fallen short of the glory of God. So how can we get out of this mess? 

b) The Source of Salvation So please turn with me to v. 4, “But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us,” If we were truly deceived and enslaved, one thing is obvious, we could not save ourselves. Yet every religion apart from Christianity says that if you follow these actions, do these things you will be saved. But the Bible says something different. The source of our salvation is God  and God alone. 

Your salvation doesn’t come from our own decision, even from our own actions, it originates in the heart of God. It is because of his kindness, his love, his mercy and his grace that he intervened on our behalf. He took the initiative, he came after us, he met our deepest need and he rescued us from our hopeless predicament.

c) The ground of salvation. So granted that God’s kindness is the source of the spring from which salvation flows, what is the ground on which it rests? On what moral basis can God forgive sinners? If God just forgives us willy nilly where is his sense of justice? How can God still be seen to do what is right? 
Titus again has the answer, look again at verse 4…“He (that is God) saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously”

The ground of our salvation is not our own righteousness. It’s not because we pick ourselves up from the bootstraps, it’s not because we decide to go to Church or to pray at the end of the day or because we send our kids to Sunday School. Instead God’s mercy is the basis of our salvation.

So when was God merciful to us? When did we deserve to get something bad given to us and he instead passed us over and gave it to someone else? At the cross.
d) The means of Salvation The cross was the time when Jesus took the sins of the world on his shoulders. At the cross God punished the Lord Jesus not for the sins that he had himself committed but because I had been foolish, you had been disobedient, the guy around the corner has been deceived and because your best friends were enslaved by passion and pleasure.

At the cross the innocent took the place of the guilty, the sinless for the sinful, the lamb of God, the spotless lamb of God was the sacrifice that paid the price for our wrongdoing. Jesus substituted himself for us. He was the means of our salvation. 

But how can one man take the place of all men? I can see that one man can take another’s place. I can see how Jesus could take Jim’s place, its one man for another. But how can he take Jim’s place, my place, your place and all of our places at once? 

It’s because Jesus is not just a man, he is God as well. Jesus is the second part of the Trinity. So when he dies on that cross, God substitutes himself for all of us. It’s not just one man for another, it is the God-man Jesus for His world of sinners. He is the only means of our salvation. If there had been any other way, God would have found it. Jesus says to his father in the Garden of Gethsemene “Father, if you are willing, take this cup of suffering away from me, yet not my will but thine be done.”

But there was no other way. The only means of your salvation was for Jesus to take your sins on that cross. His death led to your rebirth. His blood washed your sins clean. His Spirit, renews your life, your soul, your purpose in being. Jesus is the means, the only means of our salvation. So we can’t be a Christian without a personal relationship with Jesus. You can’t be saved without Jesus being at the centre of your faith. Many today want to call themselves Christians, but have no real role in their life for Christ. But he is the means of salvation, the only means of salvation. 
5. The Goal of Salvation But if God has saved us, what’s the goal of our salvation? 

Where are we headed? What’s the purpose behind it? Titus 3:7 says “so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”

God‘s goal is to make you again His heirs, his sons and daughters. 

His purpose is to give us hope in this life and for the life to come. Those who are saved are headed toward eternal life, an unending relationship with our Creator God. So during this present age, although we have received a foretaste of eternal life, the fullness of life is still in the future.  God’s promises start now, but they reach their fullness in heaven.

This is a trustworthy saying. It can be fully trusted. Life may put us through the wringer. Our family and friends may at times walk away. But God won’t! He is worthy of our trust. 

6. The Fruit of Salvation. But Paul hasn’t finished, just yet. He will not change the subject till he makes his final point that the fruit of our being saved is good works.
(Titus 3:8) “This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.”

A saved person will devote themselves to doing what is good. The proof, the fruit of our salvation is that we practice what we preach, that our lives are full of the good works God has prepared for us to do. And Paul ends with a couple of examples of what good works look like. 
(Titus 3:1 NIV)  “Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good,” Good works involves being subject to government. We don’t try and bend the rules, avoid paying our share of taxes, knock those who are ruling over us. Doing good involves being a good citizen.

(Titus 3:2 NIV) “to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.” We don’t seek to stir up or make trouble. We are humble not proud, considerate of others, especially those less fortunate than ourselves. We try & avoid foolish controversies, quarrels and fights. Instead we seek to be peacemakers.
(Titus 3:13 NIV)  “Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer & Apollos on their way and see that they have everything they need.” Good works involves supporting those involved in ministry. People like Zenas and Apollos are seeking to represent the Church and teach people about God’s glorious salvation. We need to provide for them, pray for them, support them in their work. 
Lastly, (Titus 3:14 NIV)  “Our people must ... provide for daily necessities and not live unproductive lives.” We need to be productive. We are here on this earth for a reason. God wants us to live good life, let’s go off and do exactly that. 
At the end of March 1992, Russian cosmonaut Sergei Krikalev returned to earth after 313 days in space. But when Sergei returned he came back to a different world. You see while he was orbiting the planet, the Soviet Union had collapsed, Mikhail Gorbachev was overthrown as President, there was no Communist Party, the Cold War had ended and even his home town had changed its name.

The world he was returning to was completely different. In the same way when we are saved, it is like we come down from orbit to a different world. For it is not the world that has changed, it is us that has changed. God has now met our deepest need, he has changed us by his mercy. He has substituted our death with Jesus death and he gives us a goal, a purpose to live for.

The world is different, your world is different. You have been saved and now you live to do the good works that God has set forth for you to do. I wonder what that means for you and me tomorrow?

